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Iranian Condemns Attacks on Iraqi Nuclear Plants 


LD2702123291 Tehran IRNA in English 0726 GMT 
27 Feb 91 


{Text} Vienna, Feb. 27, IRNA—Head of Iran's Atomic 
Energy Organization Reza Amrollahi here Tuesday 
termed raids by the U.S.-led allied forces on Iraqi 
nuclear installations as a breach of international agree- 
ments banning attacks on nuclear facilities 


Amrollahi made the remark in his speech to the board of 
governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in Vienna Tuesday. 


He also warned against the potential threats of radiolog- 
ical emissions caused by military attacks on nuclear 
installations of Iraq which poses dangers both on Iraq 
and the neighbouring countries. 


He voiced Iran's concern over the Agency's silence 
towards these attacks. He added that Iraq and Kuwait 
are being destroyed according to pre-determined plans of 
the U.S.-led allied forces and this is being done at the 
expense of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and national wealth of 


the people. 


EC To Finance Water Purification in Baghdad 


AU 2802141791 Paris AFP in Erelish 1347 GMT 
28 Feb 91 


[Text] Brussels, Feb 28 (AFP)}—The European Commu- 
nity (EC) is to finance a water purification plant in 
Baghdad, which is threatened by disease because of a 
lack of drinking water, the EC's executive commission 
said here Thursday. A commussion spokesman said the 
EC had allocated $00,000 European Currency Units 
(670,000 dollars) for the plant, which would purify up to 
80,000 litres (21,000 gallons) of water a day. 


The spokesman added that the commission was also 
studying how to lift the EC's economic embargo of 
Kuwait. The community imposed an embargo on Iraq 
and occupied Kuwait right after the Iraqi invasion, 
before it was ordered by the United Nations Security 
Council. 


Leaders Call for UN Conference on Baltics 


LD2702220991 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1900 GMT 27 Feb 91 


[Text] The leaders of the Baltic states have made a 
request to the Nordic countries for an international 
conference on the Baltics. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithua- 
nia—which are official guests at the Nordic Council 
session in Conenhagen—demand tha! the conference be 
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organized under UN auspices. The Lithuanian represen- 
tative stressed that the independence aspirations of the 
Baltic states are the only unsolved questions in postwar 
Europe. The joint request of the Baltic states was made 
by the presidents of Estonia and Latvia and the vice 
president of Lithuania. The Nordic Council is due on 
Friday to discuss the Nordic countries’ political and 
economic support to the Baltics 


Dienstbier Meets With NATO Officials 


LD2702225891 Prague CTK in English 
1909 GMT 27 Feb 91 


[Text] Brussels Feb 27 (CTK correspondent}—“The 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization is the only func- 
tioning security institution in the prc .cnt world and it 
must be one of the main pillars of a new architecture (in 
Europe)", visiting Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Jiri 
Dienstbier stressed here today. 


Alt a meeting with NATO Secretary-General Manfred 
Woerner and permanent representatives of NATO's 16 
member states, the minister said that the function of the 
West-European Union and political and security aspecis 
of the European Committees are taken into consider- 
ation as well. It will also be necessary to set up a network 
of bilateral relations. All this should be part of the new 
architecture in order to reach such relations between all 
countnes which already exist ¢.g. between Sweden and 
Norway, Dienstbier said. 


Under discussion was also a visit by Czechoslovak 
President Vaclav Havel to the NATO Headquarters in 
March. The NATO secretary-general appreciated the 
contribution of Havel and Dienstbier to present rela- 
tions between NATO and Czechoslovakia. NATO is 
interested in free, sovereign and democratic Czechoslo- 
vakia, he added. 


After the meeting with NATO officials, Dienstbier told 
newsmen that NATO is highly interested in the creation 
of a security system in Europe. It does not want Central 
and East European countries, including the Soviet 
Union, to feel like being in a sort of security vacuum. 


Later in the day Dienstbier spoke about Czechoslova- 
kia's foreign policy in the European Parliament. He paid 
special attention to the construction of new security 
structures in Europe and Czechoslovakia’s role in it. 


Dienstbier spoke about three main sources of instability 
which might threaten the present development in 
Europe, first being explosive combination of nationalism 
and economic problems in the former Soviet bloc coun- 
tres, second being uncertain developments in the Soviet 
Union and third being a widening gap between the North 
and the South. 
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Vranitzky Interviewed on Cease-Fire, PLO Role 


{0 2802211591 Vienna ORF Television Network 
m German 1918 GMT 28 Feb 9! 


{Interview with Chancellor Franz Vraniuzky by Johannes 
Fischer and Hans Benedict in the television studio in 
Vienna—live] 


[Text] [Benedict] Mr. Chancellor, now the goal of the 
L'nited Nations has been achseved—Kuwait 1s liberated. 
Kuwait 1s sovereign again. Thus, the military part, the 
political part [as heard] of this UN resolution ts con- 
cluded, but the United States and many Western govern- 
ments say that they cannot imagine a new order, a peace 
oder, in the Middic East with Saddam Husayn. Saddam 
Husayn must go, he must be forced to resign. or some- 
hong else. He must disappear. Do you also want him to 
disappear’ 


| Vranitzky] | think that the issue 1s not wishful thinking 
on the part of a few or many, but the issue 1s how one 
assesses the chances of how order, stabilit., and peace 
can be achieved with Saddam Husayn as a potential 
partner in negotiations. After everything that happened. 
he will probably be a very difficult partner for talks, or i 
will be difficuit to achieve progress with him. | already 
said this once today. Of course, | have to accept that 1 1s 
the Iraqis’ business who 1s the leader of their state. but 
after the many brutal excesses and after the behavior 
over the past few months, weeks, and days. "will 
certainly not be very promising for success 


| Benedict] But if he manages to stay on, at least for some 
lume, you must accept this. Does this mean for you and 
for all member states of the UN Security Council that in 
this case, one cannot yet talk about negotiations, about 
the future of the region. a peace settlement, a peace 
concept, etc’ 


V ranitzky] One has to start from the reverse position. It 

is absolutely clear and undisputed that there must be 
great international and internationally coordinated 
efforts to rebuild this region after the war, to alleviate the 
suffering of the refugees, and to make arrangements for 
the future so that future conflicts of this kind will, if 
possible. not arise again. This 1s the most important 
thing, and this 1s difficult and complicated enough. If the 
persons involved add difficulties themselves, this does 
not change the fact that one has to tackle this process no 
matter what. This ts the most important thing, and | 
think that in the end one should approach this process 
with a certain flexibility. One has to assume that Euro- 
pean conditions cannot be applied there and cannot be 
expected there. One has to assume that the most impor- 
tant issues are rebuilding the economy, rebuilding sen- 
sible social structures, preparing political conditions as 
best as one can so that future conflicts are pursued and 
settled in a different way—it will probably be in vain to 
wish that they do not occur at all 


[Fischer] Is a lasting peace possible with Saddam, in your 
view’ 
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{Vraniuzky] | have already said that ut will be extremely 
difficult, but | do not think that at this trme one should 
cling to this question in such a way as to say that because 
he exists or as long as he exists there will not be any talk 
about peace, stability, and a new order. The task will 
certainly be difficult. | am aware of that 


[Benedict] Mr. Chancellor, an essential part of this 
process, which you mentioned before, will take place in 
the UN Security Council. As of tomorrow, Austria's UN 
Ambassador Peter Hohenfellner will be the chairman of 
the UN Security Council. There is no doubt that there 
are special expectations on us. Do we have something 
special to offer, some special ideas in this ime in which 
we are not only a member but even have the chairman. 
ship” 


[Vranitzky] First of all, | would like to say that over the 
past weeks and months the United Nations has regained 
much of its importance. It has regained much of its 
importance because—at an initial stage and not in con- 
nection with the Middle East—the big East-West conflict 
was more or less settled or abolished. The fact that this 
East-West conflict has been practically abo. ished made 11 
possible to agree on joint measures in the UN Security 
Council 


Let us imagine theoretically—thank God. theoret- 
cally—that this would have been different and the 
Warsaw Pact and NATO or the Soviet Union and the 
United States would have faced each other in the same 
way as some years ago. This would have made cach one 
take a different side in line with the past logic, and i 1s 
terrible to imagine how this conflict would have spread 


Thus, the United Nations has regained an important 
position and significance and, as a resui., so has the 
Security Council. Whoever chairs the UN Security 
Council thus has an accordingly very responsible, impor- 
tamt, and great task 


[Benedict] What 1s our special contribution” 


| Vranitzky] | think that the most important thing will be 
to maintain the ability for having talks and contacts 
through a sensible and prudent chairmanship to arrange 
things in the Security Council in such a way that, even if 
there are difficulties and resistance, talks will still be 
held, conclusions will be drawn, and actions will be 
taken. This will be the most important thing 


Austria 1s certainly not a country that can or should 
become active on the basis of its international impor- 
tance in the fields of economy or the military. One has 
to—and I would like to stress this here, because very 
often this mediating function, this mission, on the part of 
Austria 1s mentioned.... [sentence incomplete as heard] 
We ali are making efforts, but we do not have a position 
that is any different from that of other smaller states 
Once again, the ability for having talks and contacts, 
prudence, flexibility, sensitivity for the thoughts of the 
o'her—these are the issues that a sensibie chairmanship 
will have to involve 
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[Fischer] Mr. Chancellor, you have mentioned one topic: 
Austria's role. There 1s also another role for Austria. in 
Germany this 1s currently being discussed very heatedly. 
namely the country’s own delivery of weapons to Iraq. In 
Germany it 1s now being considered to publish the list of 
companies against which a complaint has been filed with 
the public prosecutor and to discuss this topic again, so 
to speak. What ts your position? Should the names of the 
companies against which complaints have already been 
filed or will be filed be published? Should we discuss 
again our own role in arming or potentially arming Iraq” 


{ Vranitzky] 1 do not have the impression that Austria has 
a publishing backlog. 


[Fischer] The list of the public prosecutor's office has not 
yet been published. 


[Vranitzky] Well, this is a good sign. But we have 
repeatedly seen that things that are not intended for 
publication were published very quickly. On principle, 
my view 1s the following: Learning from the past, we 
have withdrawn from arms production in the national- 
ized indusizies. | also insisted that over the past few 
weeks no Austrian military materiel—and this involves, 
above all, the cannons that are in storage [from the 
nationalized Noricum company, which has been sold to 
a private entrepreneur}-—be delivered to the area of 
crisis. This will remain so. As for the rest, it will be 
necessary not to repeat any potential mistakes from the 
past. This applies to us, too. Apart from that, the 
Germans have to deal with their issues as they consider 
appropriate 


[Fischer] Well, the Austrians might try to deliver 
weapons or parts of weapons to Iraq, which nas to be 
rebuild. Would you try to prevent this in any case” 


[Vranitzky] Well, of course. Whatever weapons or mili- 
tary materic! are to be exported is subject to permits by 
the Interior Ministry—in coordination with the Defense 
Ministry, the Foreign Ministry, and the Constitutional 
Office—in line with the Military Matericl Law. This 
does not change 


{Benedict} Mr. Chancellor, since the Kreisky period, the 
PLO has always been specially supported by Austria's 
Middle East policy. Now the PLO’s reputation has 
declined very much at the international level and also 
among the Arab states because of the alliance between 
Yasir ‘Arafat and Saddam Husayn, which was unfortu- 
nate or felt to be unfortunate. Taking this new position 
of the PLO into consideration, is there a different policy 
concerning the Palestinians in Austria? 


[Vranitzky] Looking at the same issue 1s never the same 
at two different times. It 1s correct, as you said, that the 
PLO moved very close to Saddam Husayn. With this, it 
doubtlessly reduced its international reputation and 
leeway for action. However, if we—and by this | mean 
the international community of peoples—approach a 
new settlement with good intentions and important 
hopes, one must come to terms with this problem, too. 
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Une must master this problem. | think 11 1s necessary that 
the Palestinian people, who, of course, are playing an 
important role in this power struggle in this area of 
tension, are represented in an appropriate manner This 
may be done by the PLO. but there are also other 
representatives of the Palestinian people. It wall not be 
possible to simply pass on to the agenda because the PLO 
strongly associated itself with Saddam Husayn, but the 
course of action will also depend on the future behavior 
and on the future contents of the talks. In the history of 
man, the greatest enemies sat down at a table and said: 
This or that has to be done, this or that which you did in 
the past was better or worse or good or not good, bul we 
want to Start again 


Today, this 1s the first evening after we heard that 
hostilities have ceased. No one will be able to come to 
any definite conclusions today, and I would not be able 
to do that, either, or even want to do that 


[Benedict] Does this mean you are somewhat in favor of 
continuing a certain partnership between Austria and the 
PLO” This would lead to a collision with Israel. 


[Vranitzky] | am for openly facing certain things. If one 
of the partners of the talks then signals by its past or 
present actions that he does not want to give up his past 
behavior or does not want to cooperate, then one will 
know that and will have to draw one’s conclusions. But | 
say once again—as | have repeatedly done over the past 
few days and weeks—because of this leaning toward 
Saddam Husayn and this very strong identification with 
and support for him the PLO doubtlessly has a very 
narrow leeway for action 


[Fischer] Will Austria try to host one of the many 
conferences, which will now certainly take place, so as to 
become a meeting place for the former parties to the 
war’ 


| Vranitzky] We will always be available for that. 
[Fischer] Have there already been any requests? 


[Vranitzky] No, just think of how few hours have passed 
since the latest decision. 


My view is this: Of course, we have always been a 
platform, a meeting place for many international activ- 
ities. As regards these conferences, | think it 1s important 
that one is aware that this must be a process. It is 
absolutely illusory to believe that now a conference will 
be held—perhaps in a few months or in a year—and 
everything can be definitely discussed and decided at 
this conference. This will certainly not work. 


It will be necessary to mitiate a process in which the 
different interests.... [sentence incomplete as heard] We 
have to proceed from the premise that in this area there 
are very different starting bases. We have states there 
that have oi! fields and others that do not. We have the 
specific area of tensions of Israel and the Palestinians. 
etc. We have the specific area of tension that involves the 
fact that Jordan, too, has to come to terms with its past 
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behavior. No state us like the other mm this area. There- 
fore, it must be an important process in which the West, 
the Western world, must contribute much in terms of 
negotiating skill and patience. It will not be the case that 
here in Western Europe, or somewhere else, a few people 
sit down, snap their fingers, and something starts to 
move. This will need great diplomatic and political 
efforts 


[Fischer] What do you personally and politically expect 
from President Waldhcim's mission in Tehran, which 
will take place soon”? 


[Vranitzky] Look, this ts still a few months ahead and 
cannot really be assessed at the moment. However, | 
have already said that everything that leads to pacifica- 
tion and progress in this connection must be welcome. | 
think that, as regards Austria, a new field of tasks is also 
emerging for Austrian busiaess and that in reconstruc- 
tion and in many other fields—be it commerce, support, 
or humanitarian aid—there are important tasks for us, 
our people, our companies, and our institutions. We 
have already provided a financial framework. One might 
perhaps compare it to cooperation with Eastern Europe 
Thus, | expect lively activities in and for Austria. 


[Fischer] Actually, you would have to send scouts to Iraq 
to sound out possibilities for involvement in the recon- 
struction of Iraq, which 1s absolutely necessary 


[Vranitzky] Well, CNN is certainly a few hours ahead of 
Austrian industry as regards on-site reports 


[Fischer] Mr. Chancellor, the last question. You have 
always been very skeptical concerning this war, the 
military actions, the method of war as a politica! instru- 
ment. Looking back, was this war necessary, in your 
view? Or could it have been prevented? 


[Vranitzky] | was and am skeptical as regards the prin- 
ciple of using military actions to solve political prob- 
lems. Of course, | must add that the behavior of Iraq and 
its state leadership—that is, Saddam Husayn—really did 
not make it easy for anyone to stick to the principle of 
not doing so in this specific case. If we look at the entire 
range of violence committed against the Kuwaiti civil- 
ians up to the execution of commanders of the Iraqi 
Army, one will not come to any other conclusion that 
one could not have dealt with this man, this regime, this 
madness than with the methods that were used 


[Fischer] Mr. Chancellor, Hans Benedict, thank you very 
much for this interview. 


Waldheim on Postwar Order in Gulf, Middle East 


AU0103110191 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 2100 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Interview with President Kurt Waldheim by Elmar 
Oberhauser in Vienna on 28 Feb—recorded] 
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[Text] [Announcer] Asked whether the Gulf war had 
solved any problems, the president stated that, despite 
dismay at the victims, the important thing was to pul an 


aggressor in his place 


[Waldheim] I think that this war has certainly created an 
opportunity to improve security mm that area 


[Oberhauser] During his last stay in Vienna, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Willy Brandt suggested—and today, Aus- 
trian Foreign Minister Mock has finally picked up on 
this proposal—that the new order in the Near and 
Middle East should be modelled on the European CSCE 
program. Do you support such a proposal’ Do you think 
it would make sense to have a CSCM conference—M for 
Middle East—there” 


[Waldheim] | am familiar with this idea, and I think i 1s 
a good idea. Foreign Minister Mock has also reacted to 
it. It 1 a good patiern for creating a lasting security 
institution im that area, that 1s to say mm the Gulf region 
and in the Middle East. I think that it should also include 
religious leaders in order to prevent a ‘het between 
Islam and Christianity, which would be no langerous 
I think that both sides are prepared to cooperate, also in 
the religious sector, which could be of great help 


[Oberhauser] What role should be played by the United 
Nations, and what role could or should Austria play, 
since it will assume the chairmanship in the UN Security 
Council for one month as of tomorrow” 


[Waldheim] Austria will certainly play an important 
role, in particular within the framework of the Security 
Council. It will be a long procedure and nobody must 
have the illusion that the Middle East problem can now 
be solved quickly. On the contrary, u will be a long 
process, but peaple will have learned their lesson from 
the experience of the Kuwaiti war and realize that it is 
necessary to solve this issue as Quickly as possible. 


[Oberhauser] How do you perceive Austria's role, what 
should its role be in concrete terms” 


[Waldheim] Well, Austria's role should above all be in 
the Security Council. | know from my own experience as 
UN secretary general for 10 years that quiet diplomacy, 
mediation in the Security Council, the reconciliation of 
conflicting opinions, are very important contributions to 
the efforts of the international community to help solve 
this problem. After all, it must be ruled out that this 
problem can be solved immediately. 


[Oberhauser] Does solving the Midale East problem 
include for you the Palestinian question and Lebanon? 


[Waldheim] Yes, of course. These are two most essential 
issues. One cannot simply remove the Palestinian issue 
from the negotiating table. The solution of the Pales- 
tinian problem and the security of Israel within recog- 
nized borders are important conditions for a peaceful 
solution to the problem. Finally, it also inciudes the 
settling of the Lebanon problem. These unfortunate 
people deserve that finally a stable situation be created in 
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their country. It umples that the numcrous foreign forces 
that are involved there must finally withdraw from the 
country so that Lebanon can determine its own future 


[Oberhauser] Mr. President, what 1s Iran's role” Is Iran 
perhaps the new leading power after the war’ In your 
opimon, what role 1s Iran going to play” 


[Waldheim] This 1s one of the most interesting questions 
in this connection. Iran has managed once again to play 
a very important role as a mediator in the Gulf conflict 
as well as in the entire area Just think of how many 
international personalities flew to Tehran to engage in 
last-minute mediation. Through a clever policy of newu- 
trality and by assuming a reasonable positron, Iran has 
taken useful measures, and will be of greatest importance 
for the solution of Gulf-related questions in the future 


[Oberhauser] A few days ago you received an invitation 
from Iraman President Hashemi-Rafsanjani to visit his 
country in the carly summer, What do you cxpect from 
such a visit? Do you think you will be asked for advice 
or—pul simply—to act as mediator? How would you 
assess the background of that invitation” 


[Waldheim] | think the people there want me to use my 
long-standing UN ecxpenence and familiarity with the 
Islamic mentality mm order to make a contribution to a 
future peace order. | think that my cxpernence can be 
useful for solving a few problems. Stull, today | cannot 
tell you concretely in what way this will take place. What 


AUSTRIA s 


1S truc 1s that | have maimtained contacts with a number 
of governments m thal areca over a certain penod 
[Oberhauser}] Do you think, or rather are you not afraid, 
that the—I do not know how to put 1!—inadequate bass 
for talks with the government of the United States might 
pose a problem. or do you not sce such a problem” 


[Waldheim] I do not think so. I beleve that everybody ts 
interested in achieving a peaceful, lasting solution 
Hence, | am convinced that if there 1s a possibility of 
doing something and helping im the interests of peace 
and the international community, that all involved par- 
tees will agree to such actions 


Jeszenszky Holds Talks With Austria's Mock 


LD2702211591 Budapest Domestic Service 
in Hungarian 1800 GMT 27 Feb 9! 


[Text] In Vienna the Hungarian foreign minister held 
talks with his Austrian colleague on the dissolution of the 
Warsaw Pact and the CEMA and the trilateral summit in 
Visegrad. After the meeting, Geza Jeszenszky said that 
he visited the Austrian capital at the invitation of Alors 
Mock because he regards the continuity of high-level 
talks between the two countries as necessary. During an 
exchange of views, he informed his Austrian partners 
about the latest ideas in Hungarian foreign policy, espe- 
cially in view of the fact that Alors Mock will come to 


Hungary at the beginning of April 
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Belgium 


* PS Seen Preoccupied by Gulf War, Dissent 


GIENOJ6O8C Brussels LE SOIR in French 
21 Jan 91 p 10 


[Artucle by L_.D. “Class Struggle Vs. Jockeying for Pow- 
on™] 


[Text] Liberty, equality, and solidarity’ On Saturday. 
Laurette Onkelina and Viviane Jacobs, copressdents of 
the Convention-Forum, unhappily tacked on to the PS's 
[Socialist Party) administrative congress, had their 
hands full trying to hold together the Socialist church in 
the middle of the Madeleine. Two-thirds of the room. 
more cager to discuss the tactics of Jose Happart's 
election to the party's bureau and (more occasionally) 
the “Top Gun™ aspect of the Gulf war, crackled like a 
night fair with fireworks 


Whose fault was that’? After adjourning in November 
(due to the teachers’ revolt), was i necessary to delay 
once again the gene 1 assembly on socialism, which had 
already been shorn of its international day’ Nething 1s 
less certain. It was, in fact, a matter of trying to reposi- 
tion the party given the mmterconnected jolts shaking the 
planet from East to West and North to South. “It seems 
to me entirely illusory,” declared Laurette Onkelinx, “to 
belreve we will be able to stabilize a certain world order 
without reducing the disparities that exist today between 
nch nations and poor nations. The frustrations of the 
impoverished and humiliated peoples are the sor! «hich 
has nourished the legitimacy enjoyed today in a pani of 
the Arab world by as indefensible a dictator as Saddam 
Husayn. If the achievement of a minimum level of sccial 
justice 1s a precondition for establishing peace in the 
world, it 1s also necessary for the stabilization of demo- 
cratic regimes.” Or, in a striking condensed version by 
Valmy Feaux, who unearthed Pascal's secular aphorism 
“The world 1s a sphere whose center is everywhere and 
circumference nowhere.” 


Well, then, should we throw out the old and bring in the 
new? Guy Spitacils makes no mystery of his intentions 
For, although on the one hand his party has confidence 
in him, hes power, and his “heart,” on the other, he is too 
often submerged in apparatchik and technocratic prac- 
tices. “We want class struggle, not a struggle for posi- 
tion,” the senor delegate dared to say. “We are fed up 
with racist and primitive practices,” chimed in another, 
“toward women, older people, young people, imm- 
grants, and schools—the dumping ground for all of 
society's flaws.” 


But the big spring cleaning announced by the president's 
“Socialist Project,” which was greatly amended by the 
federations who were unhappy to see it made no mention 
of either justice, education, youth, or old people, should 
not begin until next March with the congress cis renewed 
militantism 
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* Deputy Prime Minister Schiltz Interviewed 
GIENOIO9A Brussels LE SOIR im French 29 Jan 91 p 6 


{Imterview with Deputy Prime Minister Hugo Schiltz by 
Th.E.. place and date not given: “Schiltz Wants to End 
Institutional Employment” —first paragraph 1s LE SOIR 
introduction] 


[Text] You have to take action where you can. For 
Deputy Prome Min:ster Hugo Schiltz (VU [People's 
Umion]), even if international events take precedence, 
bringing order to the Beigian Government ts still a more 
than honorable task. His party appears to be the only one 
keeping up the pressure. The president of the PSC 
[Christian Social Party] has bluntly stated that the VU 
can leave the government if it becomes too mmpatient. 


[Schiltz] | don't want to argue with Gerard Deprez. | am 
more interested im knowing the reactions to the four 
fundamental points | tred to explain during my tour of 
Wallonia. To move forward into a healthy federal 
system, the decision to adopt federalism must de made 
by two groups, not by three, in Brussels, the Flemings 
must be treated the same as the French-speaking popu. 
latron in the Federal Government, the autunomy of the 
federated states must de exercised within strict geograph- 
ical boundaries, jornt financial responsibility must be 
exercised on objective bases and within reasonable 
limits 


[Th.E.] Let's take up these points one by one. Firat: the 
“decision by two groups.” What room does that leave for 
Brussels” 


[Schilt?! That in nc way prevents the region of Brussels, 
the capita:, from organizing itself and having its own 
imstitutions. It merely means that in the Federal Senate 
what 1s required 1s two linguistic groups and procedures 
based on a dual majority, not a triple majority 


[Th.E.j Second: equal treatment in Brussels. Haven't you 
obtained satisfaction on this point’ 


[Schiltz] In the most important respects, yes, although 
there are still some problems in the communes 


[Th.E.} Third: no extraterritonality in the application of 
the decrees of the communities and regrons 


[Schiltz] That principle has been confirmed by the Court 
of Arbitration. It in no way calls into question the 
guarantecs—confirmed by a law for a special mayority— 
that are accorded the French-speaking residents of the 
peripheral areas. If these citizens prefer not to integrate 
into the Flemish community, that is their right. As a 
democrat and a humanist, | respect that right. If some of 
them fear for their identity, that fear 1s unwarranted 


[Th.E.] Does the principle of territoriality automaucally 
make it impossible for someone to vote for the Counc! 
of the French Community” 


[Schiltz] Under the law, that is true. Would nt be pos- 
sible, in a federal State, to allow citizens to belong to two 








[Schiltz] | don't like the way my frend Philippe 
Moureaux approaches this problem, saying that 


[Schiltz] | do not know of any country with a federal 
government in which all social security 1s provided by a 
single system Not one. The regoons should be allowed to 
adapt their policies to their realities. | am in favor of a 
gradated system of interpersonal joint responsibility 
with a measure of regional responsibility Otherwise, you 
will create tensions or return to a system of compensa- 
trons that makes the Social Security br 4get unmanage- 
able 


[Th E.] You will not find anyone who will sit down with 
you to discuss the regionalization of social security. 


[Schiltz] Not over the short term. But as you go deeper 
imto the study of federalism, you will deal with this 
question. Modulating social security ic not necessarily a 
bad thing for Wallonia. The same kind of argument 


by the growth recorded in the Charleroi region over the 
past 10 years. 


{Th.E.] Spitacis and Deprez are committed to finding 
supplementary funds for education Is that possible” 


[Schiltz] | believe i is too carly to change the mecha- 
nisms of the budget, which moreover treats the French- 
speaking ion royally. But we could discuss the 
refund of the radio-television license fee within the 


framework of the third phase. 
[Th.E.] Do you link the two things” 
[Schiltz] That's only natural. They form one whole 


[Th.E.] And do you still belheve that Wilfned Martens 
will come out with a proposal at Easter’ 
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[Scholtz] | bebewve the prome minister 1s determined to 
make an effort tc do so 


[Th.E.| Do you think everyone is willing to make an 
effort” 


[Scholtz] We'll see. People will be taking note of those 
who want to turn thes page. and those who are not afraid 
to face the voters at the polls with a record of unfinished 
business. [1 would be risking a long and disastrous crisis 
at the very moment when the future government 1s being 
organized lt would also mean setting out on a 10-year 
journey with the deplorable dual mandate and with 
enormous problems in the areas of international law and 
relations with Europe 


[Th.E.) If notheng happens at Easter, will you leave the 
gevermment, as you have snvited Gerard Deprez to do” 


[Schiltz] If he does not want to mmplement the govern- 
mental agreement. it would be more appropnate for him 
to draw his own inferences 


[Th.E.} Could you accept a partial third phase” 


[Scheltz! The difficulty 1s the dual mandate. The rest can 
be settled with fine tuning. But rules must be drawn up 
for the direct election of the councils 


[Th.E.] How do you explain the apparent imertia of the 
other political parties” 


[Schiltz] They are afraid of the electoral consequences of 
an agreement. | believe that 1s a miscalculation. | beleve 
people appreciate a government that carnes out the most 
important parts of its program 


* Francophone Socialists Hold Congress 
VIENOJ68B Brussels LE SOIR in French 
21 Jan 91 p 10 


[Article by Jacques van Sot:nge “Guy Sprtacis Pretends 
That Losers Are Winners”) 


[Text] Every two years, the P'S [Socialist Party] organizes 
its internal popularity contest at an admunstrative con- 
gress to elect the president and bring new blood into the 
party's bureau. The delegates of the 14 federations 
handed down their verdict Saturday. in the Madeleine 
Room in Brussels. 


Uncertainty about the presidency was munimal. Guy 
Spitacls, the only contender, was running for a sixth 
term. He won it by 477 yes votes against three noes and 
82 blank and void ballots. In other words, a score of 84.3 
percent compared to 94 percent two years ago. This 
10-percent drop is attributed by specialists to the bad 
temper of the party's “Coolsist™ clan dichards. It is no 
secret to anyone that Andre Cools—ebsent from Satur- 
day's congress and holed up in his retreat in the Liege 
suburbs—has joined the PS's internal opposition He did 
thes after the Charlero: burgomaster, Jean-Claude van 
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Cauwenberghe, rejoined the ranks of the burcau fol- 
lowing the departure of Paul Bolland—a '>: 2! <upporter 
of the master of Ficmalle—for the preven ial Liege 
Government 


At the same time, Robert Collignon also los. 664 © ot” 
im the race for the presidency of the Wallon $ > tals 
Federation's permanent committee: 83.9 perce «1 ‘he 
vote, or nearly 15 percent less than two years ago 


This prompted Guy Spitacis to say im. .seciately after the 
results were declared 


“We have begun a huge downhill slide, Robert Collignon 
and |. At thes rate, t will take another three elections, or 
sik years, to reach my 198! score (editor's note: $2 
percent in February 1981 mm a three way election). After 
running against Ernest Glinne ten years ago, my first act 
was to offer him the head of the list in the European 
elections. I say to those who would have hked to sanction 
my policy of unity that | remain their president as well 
All opimons must be given free rein but what counts 
above all is the unity of the party.” 


Will thes message be heard on the heights of Flemalie” 


Despite the erosion of his personal score, the Ath “bur- 
gomaster™ h.. reason enough to be pleased abcut Satur- 
day's congress. His unity stratesxy seems to have carried 
the day 


Two of the best pupils of the “Spitacisian™ class, Phil- 
ippe Busquin (12th m 1989) and Guy Coeme (1 ith in 
1989) regained the top two spots in the bureau member 
popularity contest: $24 votes for the first and $02 for the 
second. Sliding stocks include Roland Urbain, who 
dropped from second to seventh place, and especially 
Valmy Feaus, who slipped from first to | 2th place (412 
votes instead of 568) and Y van Ylieff, who backs! id from 
seventh to | Mh place (395 votes against $23). The 
teachers’ conflict was unlucky for community ministers 


And then there us the case of Jose Happart (505 votes) 
the last candidate directly —that 1s, outside the quotas 
reserved for Brussels residents, women, and young peo- 
ple—celected to the bureau. Despite the support of a 
portion of the capital delegates, the “Coolsist™ dichards 
of the Liege red belt were unsuccessful in blocking the 
way of the first Fourons deputy burgomaster to Emperor 
boulevard 


Behind the scenes, Guy Spitacis's rehef was unconcealed 
He remarked, in substance, that a man who cajoys such 
popularity cannot be lefi forever on the shelf. Voters 
would not understand if Jose Happart were limited 
indefinitely to a vote-getting role 


Moreover, it 1s because of this same concern for political 
morality that the freshly reelected president intends to 
become personally involved in the congress—yet 
another one—that the PS will devote to militantism at 
the beginning of March. The arrangements that were 
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made among the federation chocfs over the heads of the 
dcicgates overstepped the bounds of what Guy Sprtacis 
considers tolerabic 


One last word to note the sad fate of Ernest Glinne and 
Eho Di Rupo, both running for substitute positions im 
the bureau. The first went down in defeat once again and 
1s being ignored by all groups and sdcological factions 
The second 1s learning the bitter iowson that dash. m*el- 
lngence, and media talent are 9°) assets thal can com- 
pensate for solation within one's federation 


* Spitacls Reelected Socialist Party President 
GVIENOI6O8A Brussels LE SOIR in French 
19-20 Jan Yip 18 


[Article by Jacques van Solinge: “Where Will Happart 
Rank”) 


[Text] Ten years minus one month after having recap- 
tured the scepter from Andre Cools, Guy Sprtacts will 
today begin his sixth two-year term as present of the 
Socialist Party [PS]. The owtceme of the vote % not m 
dou. Its only mmterest will be om comparing ut with the 
scores of February 1979. That year the Ath “burgomas- 
ter.” then as now the only candidate, garnered 521 votes 
against five opposing ballots and 28 abstenuons im other 
words, a majority of 94.04 percent. It would be hard to 
do better’ Congress farticipants will also be asked to 
renew the PS bureau. following a somewhat compics 
procedure 


—Elected on the bass of the first distribution are: a 
representative of cach of the 14 federations as well as 
a representative of the German-language regrona! 


organization 


—Elected on the basis of the second disimbution are the 
seven candidates for whom the most votes were cast 


— If necessary candidates clected as extras, to ensure the 
presence of at least three Brussels resedents, four 
women. and three young people 


Counting four ex-officoo members (the president, the two 
vice presidents, and the secretary eencral), the outgormng 
bureau included 34 members with deliberative voce 
Their number can be swelled by about 40 members with 
consultative vowe, mcluding all national, community 
and regional ministers and secretanes of state who 
belong to the party 


Traditionally, thes election the opportunity to gauge 
the popularity of the principal party-management VIP's 
and the mmpact of agreements reached, if there are any 
between the federations. Two years ago tt was Valmy 
Feaus who won the most votes. he led Robert Urbain 
Andre Baudson, Bernard Ansecime and Alain Van der 
Biest. Ansong the leading lights of the “pressdertial 
guard.” Philippe Moureaus, Guy Coeme, and Philippe 
Busguin ranked only 10th, | ith, and | 2th 
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That clection was marked by ihe cimination of two 
leaders of the Happartist and antiparticipationist dissi- 
Gent movement: Jean-Maurce Dehousse and Jcan- 
Claude Van Cauwenberghe. Today, the second is run- 
ning again, while the first stepped aside to leave the ficid 
open for Jose Happart. 


indeed, the Fouron Robin Hood h is decided to force the 
doors of the bureau (see LE SOIK, 15 January) despite 
the allergyc reaction he inspires among a certain number 
of socialist leaders, notably within the Liege federation 
to which he belongs. Yet 1 appears that the four so-called 
“Lotharingian™ federations (Wallony Brabant, Namur. 
Dynant-Philippeville, and Luxembourg) are ready to g:ve 
a little boust to the Eurodeputy. 


Guy Sprtaels has not announced his feelings about Jose 
Happart's candidacy, but it 1s possible to speculate that 
the president considers it better to have such a restless 
person inside the bureau than outside 11. 


Netherlands 


Turkey's Alptemocin Calls War Lesson to Saddam 


74280216009] Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1410 GMT 28 Feb 91 


{Ender Ulgen report] 


[Text] The Hague (AA)}—Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurt- 
cebe Alptemocin has learned that the war stopped while 
he was aboard a plune over the Atlar.tic on his way to an 
official visit to The Hague 


In a statement to reporters on hes arrival in The Hague. 
Alptemocin said that the result achieved should be a 
lesson to Saddam and added This should be a lesson to 
those who have brought abou! this crisis, as well as to 
those who might have a similar intention in the future 


Noting that the security and cooperation activities imuti- 
ated by the two separate alliances in Europe should be 
expanded to the entire world, Alptemocin said: Maybe 
simular organizations can be established in our region as 
well, Very important dutees befall Turkey during this 
period. Turkey will continue to be a factor of stab. iy in 
the region in this pernod as wel! 


Pointing out that no one desired the war and the damage 
caused by it, Alptemocin said: The result is that the UN 
Security Counc! resolutions wil! be fully implemented 
and that the occupation and annexation of the weak by 
the mighty, for whatever reason. is bemg eliminated 
This will be an example to everyone in the ~egion and the 
world. No one will attempt to upset the order at a time 
when great efforts are | cing exerted to establish interna- 
tronal peace and stability 


Alptemocin continved: This should be a lesson to those 
who have brought about this crisis, a6 well as to those 
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who might have a similar intention im the future. 
Everyone should respect international law, peace, and 
order. 


Alptemocin said: The security and cooperation activities 
imitiated by ihe two separate alliances in Evrope should 
be expanded io the entire world. Maybe similar organi- 
zations can be established in our region. Very umportant 
duties befali Turkey during this period. Turkey will 
continue to be a fector of stability in the region im this 
penod as well. 


Alptemocin 1s currently holding 2 mecting with his 
Dutch cowmerpart, Hans van den Brock. The Turkish 
and Dutch delegations will begin talks after this meeting. 


Alptemocin will leave for Paris after the talks are con- 
cluded. 


Turkey To Join Peace Force 


TA2802163991 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
ISJO GMT 28 Fob 9! 


[Text] The Hague :A.\}—Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurt- 
cebe Alptemocin has said that Turkey 1s ready to fulfill a 
duty may be given within the peace force to be 
established in the Middle East. 


Alptemocin held a news conference at the Turkish 
Embasty in The Hague after his meetings with the Dutch 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Hans van den Brock and 
other Dutch officials. 


Nong tha: in the countrnes hz has been visiting so far he 
has been stating Turkey's proposals regarding projects 
that might tie the regional countries to one another, 
Alptemocin said: The water for peace, joint gas. petro- 
leum, and clcctricity grid projects are among them. If 
there 1s a rapprochement among the regional countries 
regarding their economic imteresis, they can establish 
smoother relations 


Pointing out that a fund or a bank can be established to 
rebuild the Middle East, Alptemocin said that Turkey 
might be a leader on the issuc 


Noting that the Netherlands launched positive imuitia- 
lives Turkey's defense during the war, Alptemocin 
said: The Netherlands will continue ris initiative in the 
aftermath of the crisis as well. Turkish and Dutch firms 
can act jointly on the construction of the infrastructure 
of the countries that have been affected by the war 


Pointing out that Canada is preparing a $24-million 

of urgent aid for Turkey, Alptemocin added that 

5 million of that has been allocated to opening a trade 

center in Istanbul and $3.4 million to supporting the 

projects of firms that want to do business invol «ing the 
two countnes. 


Concerning the candidacy of Semra Ozal for Motherland 
Party |ANAP] leader for Istanbul Province, Alptemocin 
said: Semra Oval has submitted her candidacy and is 
trying to win. Both of the candidates have a chance. | 
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cannot say anything further. The losers will be working 
together with the victors. That has been the democratic 
tradition of ANAP. 


Referring to the dismissal of former National Defense 
Minister Husnu Dogan. Alptemocin stressed that he was 
good friends with Dogan and that his dismissal was the 
result of the democratic process 


Alptemocin will go to Bonn on 7 March to meet German 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Hans-Dietrich Genscher and 
wiil join President Turgut Ozal on his Moscow visit on 
11 March. Alptemocin wii! attend the EC-Turkish joint 
parliamentary committee meeting that will convene in 
Brussels on 20 March 


Relations Sought With Iraq 


1 A2802164591 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1545 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Report by Ender Ulgen] 


[Text] The Hague (AA)}—Foreign Minister Kuricebe 
Alptemocin has declared that whether Saddam Husayn 
stays or not, Turkey wants to have good relations with 
Iraq 
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In a news conference for the foreign media at the Turkish 
Embassy in The Hague, Alptemocin replied to a question 
on the regime to be established in Iraq in the aftermath 
of the crisis. Pointing out that Turkey does not have a 
preference on this subject. Alptemocin said: “The eco- 
nomic relations between Turkey and Iraq were very good 
before the crisis. We will try to reinstate those relations 
The Iraq: people will decide on the future of Saddam 
Husayn.” 


in response to a question, the foreign minister noted that 
the Kurdish-speaking populet.on in Turkey enjoys every 
civic right in the country. He expressed the belief that 
Iraqi Kurds will play a positive role concerning the 
regime in their country 


Alptemocin announced that the issue of how long the 
Patriot battery systems sent by the Netherlands for 
Turkey's defense 1s to remain in the country will be 
decided during talks between the two sides 


After the news conference, Alptemocin left for Paris 
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Major Calls Military Campaign ‘Most Remarkable’ 


LD2802104391 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Enelish O914 GMT 28 Feb 9! 


[By Chris Moncrieff, political editor) 


[Excerpt] A jubilant prime minister today described the 
Gulf war operation as “one of the most remarkable 
military campaigns of all time”. And declaring that “the 
war 1s over”, Mr. Major paid tribute to the British forces 
“Our troops have performed magnificently. Right has 
prevailed,” he said 


Snortly before 9 am, Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke telephoned Mr. Major to extend congratulations 
on the outcome 


Later today the prime minister will face a crowded and 
joyous house of commons to make a full statement of the 
events which led up to the dramatic announcement at 2 
am that the coalition was suspending hostilities at 5 am 
GMT today 


Mr. Major said: “The war ts over. Kuwait has been 
liberated and one of the most remarkable military cam- 
paigns of ali tyme has been concluded 


“Our troops have performed magnificently. Right has 
prevailed 


“Now we must look to the future and secure the peace.’ 


Labour's foreign affairs spokesman, Gerald Kaufman, 
said the ending of hostilities would bring great relief to 
the world 


“Presiden! Bush has shown that the war aims have been 
limited to the liberation of Kuwait as the UN laid down 
and his statement 1s one of great statesmanship,” he said 


“Let us hope there will now be no further loss of life and 
that we can now begin the vital task of building the 
peace.” [passage omitted] 


Addresses House of Commons 


LD2802174191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Enelish 1641 GMT 28 Feb 9! 


[Excerpts] The prime minister today hailed the allied 
victory over Iraq as “one of the most remarkable milt- 
tary campaigns of recent years’. To cheers, Mr. Major 
told the Commons at question time: “We must now jlook 
to the future and secure peace.” He paid tribute to the 
British troops and pledged that they would be coming 
home “shortly” 


Labour leader Neil Kinnock said the only fitting memo- 
rial to these who had laid down their lives would be to 
build a “lasting peace and lasting justice” through the 
United Nations. Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ash- 
down commended the British forces and the “calmness 
and authority” shown by Mr. Major throughout the Gulf 
conflict. The prime minister had arrived in the chamber 
to acclamation and the waving of order papers by 
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Conservative backbenchers. With former Tory Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher sitting two rows behind 
him, Mr. Major said: “The fact 1s that Kuwait has been 
liberated and one of the most remarkable military cam- 
paigns of recent years has been concluded.” 


To renewed cheers, Tory Robert Hicks (Cornwall SE) 
said: “Il am sure the whole house would wish to pay 
tribute to thase who have been involved in the successful 
liberation of Kuwant.” He said the courage, profession- 
alism and inspiration shown by the British forces had 
been “an example to us all”. He expressed sympathy and 
gratitude to families of dead servicemen. Mr. Hicks 
added: “Real problems still exist in that part of the world 
(the Gulf). It 1s incumbent on all nations, through the 
United Nations, to ensure that a Middle East peace 
conference 1s established, at which all the issucs...can be 
discussed.” 


Mr. Major said: “I would like to pay the warmest 
possible tribute to the commanding officers out there, of 
all nations, but particularly General (Sir Peter) de la 
Billiere, who has commanded our own troops with such 
skill. l entirely agree we must now look to the future and 
secure peace, particularly by the means mentioned by 
you 


Mr. Kinnock said: “today in this parliament and 
throughout the country, we share the feeling of satisfac- 
tion at the defeat of aggression and the feelings of sorrow 
at the deaths and misery caused directly as a result of 
that aggression. The only fitting memorial to those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice 1s to build, through the 
United Nations, a lasting peace and lasting justice.” Mr 
Major replied: “I share the emotions expressed by you 
and the conclusiens you reached.” 


Peter Temple-Morris (Conservative Leominster) urged 
governments to differentiate between the Iraqi people 
and Saddam Husayn’s ruling clique in trying to build 
peace. “The longer Saddam Husayn and that clique 
remains in power the more difficult 1 will be for all 
nations in the world to have any sort of charitable 
attitude towards Iraq.” 


Mr. Major said: “We have never opposed the Iraq: 
people. It 1s their leadership and Saddam Husayn that 
has been the enemy on this occasion.” 


Tim Devlin (Conservative Stockton S) said there was 
“profound relief and joy” among servicemen’s families 
in the North over news of the ceasefire and the low leve! 
of casualties. He called for British troops to be brought 
“ack “as soon as possible” and replaced by a UN 
peacekpeeing force 


Mr. Mayor sant: “We will certainly be bringing our own 
troops home shortly. Precisely what will happen there- 
after is a matter yet to be determined.” 


Mr. Ashdown paid tribute to the “protessionalism and 
skill” shown by the British forces. He told Mr. Major 
“May I also pay tribute to you for the calmness and 
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authority with which you have led the nation at this 
difficult time. If the coalition will now invest this 
extraordinary victory in the United Nations, we will 
have created not just a powerful instrument for peace in 
the Middle East now, but for peace in the world in the 
future as well.” 


Mr. Major said the attitude of both Mr. Kinnock and Mr. 
Ashdown during the war had led to a “unity in this 
house, that can only have been a comfort to all our 
troops”. 


William Ross (UUP) [Ulster Unionist Party] Lon- 
donderry E) pressed the prime minister to ensure more 
effective ways were found to avoid accidents like that in 
which nine British servicemen had been killed by Amer- 
ican fire. He asked for an assurance that “considerable 
expense will now be put to trying to find a better means 
of identifying friendly ground troops”. 


Mr. Major replied: “The whole house will understand 
the tragic occurrence that leads you to raise that ques- 
tion. It 1s certainly the matter that will have the most 
careful examination.” 


Labour's James Lamond (Oldham Central and Royton) 
called for governments at the United Nations to apply 
“energy and enthusiasm” to trying to stop the sale of 
arms “to dictators like Saddam Husayn”™. 


Mr. Major said: “There has been an embargo from this 
country on sales of arms to Iraq for a considerable 
number of years. Mrs. Thatcher imposed a strict 
embargo on sales to Iraq many years ago.” [passage 
omitted] 


More immediately, Mr. Major insisted, the coalition 
would be free to resume military operations if Iraq 
renewed attacks on coalition forces, or Scud attacks on 
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any country. “Meanwhile, we shall take whatever steps 
are necessary to defend the security and safety of our 
own forces.” 


He said: All Iraqis must withdraw, leaving behind their 
equipment and weapons, Iraq must nominate military 
commanders to meet coalition commanders within 48 
hours to discuss the military aspects of the ceasefire, 
including the immediate release of prisoners of war, the 
Security Council would be asked to meet soon to discuss 
the necessary political arrangements for the war to end; 
to secure a formal and permanent ceasefire, Iraq must 
immediately release POWS, and all Kuwaiti detainees, 
and return the remains of the dead; the coalition would 
insist on full cooperation from the Iraqi military author- 
ities to locate land and sea mines, explosives, and other 
booby traps in and around Kuwait 


Mr. Major added: “We shall also insist on a public and 
authoritative statement from the highest levels of Iraq's 
leadership of their intention to comply fully with all the 
relevant Security Council resolutions. This must include 
renuniciation of Iraq's claim to Kuwait and acceptance 
of Iraq's responsibility to pay reparations for the damage 
which its aggression has caused.” [passage omitted] 


Envoy To Reopen Embassy in Kuwait 28 Feb 


LD2702151391 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1325 GMT 27 Feb 91 


[By Tom McMullen, diplomatic correspondent} 


[Excerpt] Britain's Ambassador to Kuwait Michael 
Weston is returning to Kuwait tomorrow to open the 
embassy, the Foreign Office said today. Mr. Weston will 
be accompanied by a second secretary, Mr. Barry Lowen 
The Foreign Office said “as far as is known the embassy 
1s Still standing.” 


Mr. Weston flew to Riyadh, the Saud: capital, today and 
will be assisted by the British military in returning to 
Kuwait. The military is also expected to carry out an 
early survey of the embassy and arrange for provisions. 
[passage omitted] 
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Kohli Discusses Taxes, Eastern Germany, Gulf Role 


AU2802144591 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Report from Bonn by correspondent Henning Frank, 
introduced by moderator Wolfgang Labuhn] 


[Text] [Labuhn] Chancellor Helmut Kohl met the press 
in Bonn today shortly after 1100 to give the Federal 
Government's initial assessment about the cease-fire in 
the Gulf, and to comment on domestic policy issues. 
Henning Frank took part in the news conference and has 
the details. 


[Frank] It was a very self-confident Helmut Kohl who 
appeared at the crowded hall at the press conference to 
answer questions from German and foreign newsmen for 
more than one and one-half hours. Even though the Gulf 
conflict was the most important issue, he did not dodge 
unpleasant questions about the Bonn coalition’s change 
of course regarding tax increases. 


[Begin Kohl recording] We made unavoidable decisions 
in a specific situation. At this point, I do not have to take 
back anything regarding my goodwill and my conviction. 
I have no problem saying that I was wrong. In such a 
situation, anyone making a decision must be allowed and 
must have the right to admit in a given situation that he 
was wrong. [end recording] 


In that respect, Helmut Kohl referred mainly to the 
almost hopeless situation of the shipyards in Mecklen- 
burg-Western Pomerania. Earlier, he had discussed the 
split development—as he put it—in Germany, saying 
that whereas there is an economic boom in western 
Germany, eastern Germany is facing an extremely diffi- 
cult restructuring and reorientation process. He said that 
the number of jobs that have been abolished is clearly 
higher than the number of jobs that have been created. 
The Federal Government intends to change that with a 
three-point program. 


[Begin Kohl recording’ First, we must make the admin- 
istration and the administration of justice in the new 
federal laender function. Second, we must improve the 
financial endowment of the land governments and the 
communities in the new laender. Third, we will take 
additional measures for more investments and jobs. [end 
recording] 


The Federal Government itself intends to help the new 
laender by two additional financial injections, in addi- 
tion to the payments made of 85 billion German marks 
[DM]. 


[Begin Kohl recording] Adding up what the Federal 
Government will make additionally available to the new 
laender, we will have a total sum of DM17 billion, made 
up of DMS billion to stabilize the work of the land 
goveriments and the communities, and DM12 billion 
for our common project of recove: y in eastern Germany. 
[end recording] 


GERMANY 13 


At the beginning of the news conference, the chancellor 
discussed the situation in the Gulf region in great detail. 
In doing so, he defended himself against the reproach 
that Germany did not show enough commitment there. 


[Begin Kohl recording] Nobody, no one within NATO, is 
permitted to doubt Germany's readiness to meet its 
obligations. We have proven it at all times, and the fact 
that our attitude was questioned at a ‘me when there 
was not the slightest reason for anyone to question our 
attitude, has indeed worried me. The NATO treaty does 
not provide for any advance obedience. [end recording] 


Embassy in Kuwait To ‘Resume Work Soon’ 


AU0103124291 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 1 Mar "~ 


[Text] The German Embassy in Kuwait will resume 
work soon. According to the Foreign Ministry in Bonn, 
at first a charge d'affaires will fly to the liberated emirate 
to inform himself about the state of the embassy 
building, about which nothing is known. The building 
was temporarily evacuated in October last year when the 
food supplies had run out. Following the Iraqi occupa- 
tion, the mission had also been cut off from water and 
electricity. 


Lufthansa To Resume Flights to Middle East 


AU2802124791 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] In view of the cease-fire in the Gulf, Lufthansa 
will resume its flights to the Near and Middle East. The 
company said in Frankfurt/Main that as of Friday [1 
March], Lufthansa will fiy to Tel Aviv again. Dubai, of 
the United Arab Emirates, has also been included in the 
flight schedule. Following the outbreak of the Gulf war, 
by mid-January, the airliner had suspended most of its 
flights to the crisis region. Since last Saturday [23 Feb- 
ruary], regular flights have been resumed to Jidda, Saudi 
Arabia. 


Government Opposes Establishment of Baltic Offices 


LD2802123291 Hamburg DPA in German 1206 GMT 
28 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—The FRG Government and the 
coalition groups have come out against the establish- 
ment of ufficial Baltic information offices in Bonn at the 
present time. Motions about that from the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party and the Greens/Alliance-90 were not 
approved by the Bundestag on Thursday and were 
passed to the parliamentary committees. 


For the government, Minister of State Helmut Schaefer 
of the Foreign Ministry said that such offices for the 
Baltic coun‘ries could be opened on a private basis. 
There was no question, however, of granting diplomatic 
status or tax alvantages. Schaefer also rejected, for the 
present, the ope..ing of branches of the Goethe Institute 
in the three Balt: countries. [passage omitted] 
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Poles: Soviet Withdrawal ‘European Problem’ 
AU 2802144791 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
28 Feb 9i pl 


[“Co.” report: “ ‘Transit of Soviets May Become Disas- 
trous’, Poland: Withdrawal From Germany Is European 
Problem”™] 


{Text] Bonn—FRG Foreign Minister Genscher shares 
the view of leading Polish senators from the ranks of 
Solidarity that the withdrawal of Soviet troops from 
Germany and Poland is a European problem. The Polish 
politicians, who also met State Minister Stavenhagen of 
the Chancellor's Office and deputies from the coalition 
and opposition, stated that they were satisfied with the 
understanding displayed by Bonn in connection with 
those problems. Senator Andrej Szcypiorski, author of 
the novel “Beautiful Mrs. Seidemann,” laconically told 
journalists: “The Soviet troops must leave Central and 
Eastern Europe'” 


That 1s how Szcypiorski outlined Polish interests: “The 
FRG has signed an agreement with the USSR on troop 
withdrawal as if those troops were to march through 
Argentina or New Zealand. However, in between there ts 
a small sovereign country, Poland, with a population of 
40 million, for whom the passage of almost 400,000 
Soviet soldiers might become an ecological and psycho- 
logical disaster. It is a gigantic enterprise. Hence all 
details must be discussed beforehand. Unfortunately, in 
the USSR the situation has not improved, but deterio- 
rated. The whole matter has a somewhat somber aspect. 
In such a situation we do not want to argue with the 
Germans, but we want them to support our case toward 
the USSR.” 


The chairman of the Senate's foreign committee, Stan- 
islaw Dembinski, has rejected the suspicion that Poland 
was secking financial advantages from the Soviet with- 
drawal. What is true is that we are interested in a 
controlled passage and that at least parts of the 50,000 
Soviet soldiers are withdrawn from Poland before the 
main portion withdraws from Germany. Warsaw would 
like to sign both agreements together, but Moscow is 
obstructing the conclusion of the agreement 


Stoltenberg Details Bundeswehr Reorganization 
AU2702152091 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Feb 91 p § 


[“F.Y.” report: “Stoltenberg: Soviet Union Violates 
Vienna Agreement] 


[Text] Bonn, 26 February—The Bundeswehr will consist 
of two parts in the future. One part will be comprised of 
only soldiers who are ready to participate in military 
operations outside Germany, and the other part will 
include the other units in which “normal” conscripts are 
doing military service. As a matter of fact, as in the past, 
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those units can basically also be deployed outside Ger- 
many, on the territory of other NATO countries, for 
example. However, that is not likely to happen. 


This was announced by Defense Minister Stoltenberg in 
Bonn on Tuesday [26 February]. Referring to the ratiti- 
cation of the Vienna agreement on conventional 
weapons, the defense minister pointed out that the 
Soviet Union violated the treaty by integrating three 
divisions that had belonged to the ground forces into the 
Navy instead of dissolving them. Together with its allies, 
the Federal Government believes that this behavior ts a 
breach of the treaty. Talks in Vienna are currently 
concentrated on the correction of the Soviet decision. It 
iS an essential precondition for “a quick and general 
ratification of the agreement, in which we are inter- 
ested,” the defense minister stated. 


Asked about new plans for the Bundeswehr, which have 
become necessary because of the reduction of the 
Bundeswehr to 370,000 men, Stoltenberg stressed that a 
decision about the future closure of locations will finally 
be made in July. Before that, the laender affected by the 
decision will be consuli sd. As a result of the reduction of 
the Bundeswehr in the western laender from 490,000 to 
320,000 men, the number of corps and divisions will also 
be reduced. 


Changes in the Structure 


Since early warning periods will become longer as a 
result of detente in the government's view, the structure 
of the Bundeswehr should be changed as well. Above all, 
it means that the field army and the territorial army and 
their staffs will be combined. The corps staffs are to be 
merged with the three existing territorial commands in 
the old FRG. A merger is also planned at the leadership 
level of the military district commands and the division 
staffs. The 12 existing divisions will be reduced to eight. 
In addition, there will be two division commands, as 
they existed in the past. 


The two additional division commands are necessary for 
unforeseen leadership tasks. The 48 brigades of the old 
Bundeswehr will be reduced to 28 in the old laender, and 
six additional motorized infontry regiments will be 
established. The defense kreis commands will be incor- 
porated into the defense bezirk commands, which means 
that they will no longer be independent authorities. The 
Luftwaffe airborne combat units will be reduced by 
one-third. The land-based air defense will largely be 
reduced to cadre personnel. The Navy will be reduced by 
50 percent to 90 ships by the end of the decade. 


Stoltenberg announced that there are also plans to 
reduce the Defense Mir in that connection, tasks 
that have so far been yy the ministry will be 
transferred to high-ley d authorities, to offices 
and authorities of the hr administration. That 
applies both to the m: rvices and the sphere of 
armament. The Bundeswehr administration, where civil- 
ians are employed, will also be reduced. Of the existing 
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170,000 jobs, 26,000 will be eliminated by the end of the 
decade. Layoffs are not planned, but there will certainly 
be transfers. 


Referring to the future structure of the Bundeswehr, the 
minister pointed out that only a few mobile units that 
can be used at short notice will exist after the middle of 
the decade. The remaining units will be reduced to 
cadres. Units that are destined for deployment outside 
Germany will include, besides professional soldiers and 
long-term servicemen, only conscripts who “volunteer to 
join the units and thus decide to participate in opera- 
tions outside Germany,” the minister stressed. However, 
he did not elaborate what will happen if the number of 
conscripts volunteering to join such units is insufficient. 


The so-called core of the old Bundeswehr of 89,600 
professional soldiers and officers who have signed up for 
military service for a specific period of time is to be 
reduced to 78,500. The number of soldiers who sign up 
for between four and 15 years of service will be slightly 
reduced. It will drop from 145,800 to 115,500. However, 
the number of volunteers who serve only two years will 
decline from 16,800 to 5,000. The number of those doing 
compulsory military service will be reduced from 
208,000 to 145,000. It was striking that in his statements 
Stoltenberg referred to the old Bundeswehr in the former 
FRG. In his plans the minister generally made a distinc- 
tion between Bundeswehr West and Bundeswehr East. 
thus making it clear that a merger of the old Bundeswehr 
and the units resulting from the former GDR National 
People’s Army its not planned in the foreseeable future. 


{Text} 


GERMANY 1s 


Continuing Disarmament 


Mentioning difficulties that have arisen in connection 
with the Vienna arms control talks since the fall of last 
year, the defense minister stressed that the Federal 
Government is willing to continue the arms control 
process, to open a second round of talks in Vienna, and 
to negotiate over the reduction of the chemical weapons 
that still exist in Europe im the near future. Referring to 
the two-plus-four treaty on German sovereignty, which 
also includes the agreement on the deployment and 
withdrawal of Soviet troops, the minister stated that 
there are indications that the treaty will be ratified by the 
competent Soviet bodies, and that the troops will be 
withdrawn according to schedule. 


Stoltenberg described the fact that the Soviet Union 
simply transferred 57,000 weapons systems covered by 
the Vienna disarmament treaty behind the Urals as “not 
really compatible” with the spirit of the agreement. A 
clarification of that issue 1s being sought in Vienna. Bonn 
and its allies view the fact that three divisions with 
weapons systems covered by the Vienna agreement, 
which were so far part of the ground forces, have been 
incorporated into the naval forces in Leningrad—which 
means that they no longer fall under the Vienna agree- 
ment—as an obstacle to the ratification of the Vienna 
treaty. 


Talks on confidence-building measures should be con- 
tinued swiftly and concluded before the end of this year, 
Stoltenberg emphasized. Taiks on nonstrategic weapons 
in Europe should also be opened this year. In that 
conneciion, a reduction, not the elimination, of such 
weapons should be discussed, the minister pointed out. 
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Mitterrand Praises Gulf Forces, Meets Families 


L.D2802195291 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand declared this evening on 
Radio Three that the French forces in the Gulf repre- 
sented France remarkably and that the Gulf issue is not 
over yet. The mode of the cease-fire, in particular, 
remains to be fixed. We now have to secure the cease-fire 
positions, he said. 


The president of the Republic went to Basque country 
late this afternoon to greet the families of the two French 
soldiers killed on 26 February in the battle in Iraq. These 
soldier belonged to the Ist Marine Airborne Regiment of 
Bayonne. 


Finally, President Francois Mitterrand will speak on 
television Sunday [2 March] evening, the first comments 
by the French president since the end of hostilities in the 
Gulf this morning. 


Defense Minister Joxe on Withdrawal of Troops 


AU 2802213791 Paris AFP in English 2035 GMT 
28 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 28 (AFP)}—France is ready to rapidly 
withdraw its 14,000 troops from the Gulf or alternatively 
leave them to help keep the peace under U.N. leadership, 
Defense Minister Pierre Joxe said Thursday. Meanwhile 
President Francois Mitterrand called for efforts to lay 
“te foundations of a just pxace for all”, within the 
framework of the United Nations, once conditions for a 
lasting ceasefire were met. 


After clarifications “on the military and political level”, 
there should be “very rapidly a general withdrawal” of 
French ground troops in Iraq, Interior Minister Pierre 
Joxe told a news conference. But he stressed that a date 
for the withdrawal could not be set yet because the truce 
was only “provisional”. The withdrawal itself would 
probably take three to four months, an officer special- 
ising in logistics said. “Everyone is staying at his post” 
while conditions for a lasting ceasefire set up by the U.N. 
were worked out, such as the release of prisoners, Mr. 
Joxe said. 


For the moment French forces were gathering up or 
destroying large amounts of military materiel abandoned 
by Iraqi troops. They were still protecting the allied 
forces’ Western flank and were guarding a supply route, 
he said. However four French mine-sweepers would 
remain in the Gulf region “for some time”, Mr. Joxe 
said. He sai’ the Daguet division, main component of 
French forces in the region, had orders “to cease offen- 
sive operations, but to maintain and even intensify 
defensive operations”. 


Asked what the response would be if Kuwait asked for 
the troops to be left there to protect its borders, he said 
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“France is ready to participate in any measure enabling 
the international community to guarantee peace and 
security” in the region. He also said France's position on 
the need for settling Middle East problems had not 
changed. This included the need for “one or several 
international conferences”, “the Palestinians’ right to a 
homeland” and “to assure Israel's security”. 


President Mitterrand, in his first public statement since 
hostilities ceased early Thursday, said “once conditions 
for a ceasefire are met, it will be time to seek the bases for 
a lasting peace for all, within the framework of the 
United Nations”. He also expressed “the nation’s grati- 
tude” to French Armed Forces. saying they had “repre- 
sented France remarkably alongside allied forces and 
friendly countries”. 


Ecuador's President Makes Official Visit 
PA230202549] 


{Editorial Report] Radio Quito in Spanish at 2300 GMT 
on 19 February reports that during the second day of his 
official visit to France, President Rodrigo Borja visited 
the Parisian mayor's office where he met with Jacques 
Chirac. The report states that the Ecuadoran president 
later attended lunch at the Foreign Ministry, where he 
was greeted by “French Prime Minister Michel Rocard, 
in the absence of Foreign Minister Roland Dumas who 
was in Luxembourg.” 


In the afternoon Borja met with members of the Latin 
American diplomatic corps and with the Ecuadoran 
community in Paris. The report states that during a news 
conference “President Borja stated his concern for the 
imbalance between the political development being 
sought by Latin American democracies and the setbacks 
they suffer in the economic and social fields.” 


At 2300 GMT on 20 February Radio Quito reports 
further on Borja’s visit to France, saying that he “satis- 
factorily completed his official visit to France, although 
he did not receive guarantees for increased financial 
support for Ecuador.’ The report states that President 
Borja met with French businessmen at the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry during his visit. 


Another report during the same newscast states that 
President Borja left for Brussels, Belgium, where he will 
continue his tour of Europe. It adds that “before leaving 
Paris, President Borja met with the president of the 
French Senate and the UNESCO secretary general, and 
had lunch with the French foreign commerce minister 
and French businessmen.” 


The report adds that “during the official announcement 
of the results of his visit, the Ecuadoran president stated 
that the French cooperation with our country will 
amount to 350 million francs, approximately 63 billion 
sucres.” The report also states that, just before leaving 
Paris, Borja was awarded an honorary doctor's degree at 
the University of Sorbonne.” 
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Prime Minister's Office Views Gulf Developments 


AU2802141591 Rome ANSA in English 0846 GMT 
28 Feb 91 


[Text] Rome, 28 February (ANSA)}—Italy considered the 
moves and cohesion achieved within the UN Security 
Council to be “essential” for the objective of frecing 
Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion “right from the start,” a 
statement from the Italian Prime Minister's Office said 
here Wednesday. 


It added: “It 1s therefore inherent that the military action 
of the coalition countries to which the Italian forces 
present in the Gulf continue to make their contribution 
should pursue the objective of the full application of the 
aims fixed by the Security Council resolutions 


“For Italy's part, the urgency of asserting, even in this 
phase, the principles that must regulate relations 
between the states in the region ts stressed. 


“To this purpose, it is essential to face up with decison to 
the problem of security for all the countries in the area 
and to envisage forms for the reduction and control of 
armaments, in order to avoid new aggressions in the 
future and further threats to peace. 


“Now that this crisis is moving rapidly towards its 
conclusion thanks to the joint efforts of the whole 
international community and the action of the coalition 
forces, we must not forget the concerns that charac- 
terised the start of the conflict 


“The commitment of all of us must now more than ever 
be addressed to preventing other human suffering and 
destruction, to obtain a ban on chemical arms, and 
forestall the vast forced migrations we saw after the 
occupation of Kuwait. 


“To achieve these aims, the United Nations (7s) to 
continue playing an essential role.” 


De Michelis: Cohesion Produced Gulf Victory 


AU0103105091 Rome ANSA in Laglish 0834 GM1 
1 Mar 9! 


[Text] Rome, | March (ANSA)}—Italian Foreign Min- 
ister Gianni de Michelis put victory in the Gulf war 
down to “extraordinary cohesion” between anti-lraq 
allies in a communique issued Thursday by the Foreign 
Ministry 


Expressing “profound satisfaction” at the United States’ 
declaration, Thursday morning, of an end to hostilities 
in the Gulf de Michel wrote “after seven months of 
brutal occupation, Kuwait has had its sovereignty 
restored, while the Iraqi regime has been forced to beat a 
hasty retreat before the multinational coalition forces 
and to give up its hegemonic aims forever.” 


This result, the diplomatic chief wrote, is due not only to 
military superiority which would not have sufficed in 
itself, but to the “extraordinary cohesion shown by the 
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international community in all the phases of the crisis.” 
The essential element for victory, he went on,” was 
above all the vast political and moral consensus which 
lay behind the action in the fick.” 


Turning to the part played in the Gulf war by Italy, 
which sent ten Tornado fighter-bombers and a smal! 
naval cont:ngent, but no ground forces, De Michels said 
“Italy played its part with honour and at this point it is 
perhaps right to recall the far-from-secondary role 
played, especially as duty president of the European 
Community, in forging the indispensible line of resolute- 
Ness against the aggressor.” 


The note then went on to focus on reconstruction in the 
postwar era, a theme De Michelis turned to in a press 
conference later in the day 


Stressing that the proticri,» which le ahead are as great 
as, if not greater than, «ose already overcome, the 
ltahan diplomatic chief wreic “we must act with all haste 
to achieve solutions for the material and political prob- 
lems with which thes crisis leaves us. We must ensure 
that prisoners of war return home and ascertain the fate 
of those missing in action. We must deal with the 
problem of refugees and of the reconstruction of Kuwait, 
not to mention of Iraq «self, whose people now have to 
face the consequences of the errors and crimes of their 
leaders. 


De Michelis’ note talked of the importance of the United 
Nations in the postwar period, and said important 
lessons must be learnt from the events of the past seven 
months 


“We must uproot the causes of the endemic instability in 
the Middle East and the Mediterranean, through ("far- 
sighted political choices,” he wrote, adding that the 
allies would now have to prove that the aim of their 
military action was exclusively that of liberating Kuwait 


In his press conference, De Michelis told reporters that 
“we have won the war, now we have to win the peace. If 
not, our victory against Saddam Husayn will prove a 
Pyrrhic one.” 


The d'plomatic chief confirmed that he would be trav- 
elling to Washington next Monday for talks with Secre- 
tary of State James Baker, and played down claims that 
Italy had been snubbed by the U.S. State Department, 
which will be visited by British Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd and French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
over the weekend 


“No one was invited. The European nations requested 
talks and Italy will be received after the British and the 
French, because that’s the way it worked out. You also 
have to consider the weight of the French and British 
contribution to the coalition.” 


De Michelis also pointed out that he would be the last 
European diplomatic chief to confer with Baker before 
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the latter sets out, Monday. for a swing through the 
Middle East which ts expected to take him to Kuwait 
Israel. and Saudi Arabia 


De Michelis—accompanied by foreign ministers from 
Luxembourg, Jacques Poos, and the Netherlands, Hans 
van den Broek who make up the EC troika—will also be 
heading cast after his Washington visit, travelling to 
Cairo to meet Gulf Cooperation Council foreign minis- 
ters, to Tripoli to meet Maghreb Arab Union counter- 
parts, and to Damascus, Riyadh, and the Saudi resort of 
al-Ta ‘if where the exiled Kuwait: leadership resides 


De Michelis told reporters that Italy, together with EC 
partner nations, would be pressing for a global solution 
to Middle East problems, and returned to the Italo- 
Spanish proposal for a conference on security and coop- 
eration in the Mediterranean along the lines of the 
Helsinki process which paved the way for the end of the 
Cold War 


“The Helsinki model seems to many people to be the 
most flexible. and therefore the most practical approach 
for dealing with the complica problems. the squabbiecs 
and the differing opinions which cxist in the region.” he 
said, adding that interest has been shown for the ica u 
many countnes, including nations such as Isracl and the 
United States, which at first showed scepticism 


On the issue of Italy's contribution to the anti-Irag forces 
in the Gulf, De Michelis denied that the United States 
had asked Italy to send ground forces to the region. He 
also reyected claims that there had been criticism of Ital 
during he crisis “est! rf on a domestic or an international 
level.” 


Apparent Italian full support for a peace plan put fo 
ward by Sovict President Mikhai! Gorbachev February 
18. a plan rejected as insufficient by other allies. caused 
some concern in the US. and elsewhere. Italy later toned 
down its support and, De Michelis said. “the Itahan 
position as a whole, including the affair of the evaluation 
of the Soviet imitative, received no criticism ai all 
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Government Pleased Over Gulf Cease-Fire 


LDI802195891 Lishon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Statement by the Council of Ministers in Lisbon on 28 
February, read by Portuguese Government Spokesman 
Marques Mendes—recorded] 


[Text] In expressing its pleasure with the outcome of 
events in the Gulf, the government would like to stress 
once more the clear position which Portugal has held 
throughout this conflict of total support for and soli- 
darity with complete and full compliance with the UN 
resolutions 


Prime Minister Congratulates Bush on Victory 


1. D2802142791 Lishon International Service 
in Portueuese 1300 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] This morning Prime Minister Cavaco Silva sent 
President George Bush a message of congratulations on 


PORTUGAL i9 


the victory of the multenatironal forces which led to the 
liberation of Kuwait and ensured thal international law 
and order prevail 


In his message, Cavaco Silva capresses the Portuguese 
Government's reyorcing at the end of the hostilities, and 
conveys congratulations on the steadfastness and 
courage displayed during thes difficult period. The com- 
mitment and spirit of sacrifice of the U.S. forces were 
decisive for the success of the allics and thus for the 
tnumph of the principles that must rule in international 
affairs, Prime Minister Cavaco Silva's message states. It 
adds: May the regron now see the beginning of a new and 
lasting cra of peace based on a security system that 
respects international law 


Finally, Cavaco Silva says that the construction of this 
new cra of peace will require determination, not only 
from all the countries of the regron but also from all the 
world states that share the values of freedom and respect 
for human rights 
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Prime Minister Interviewed About End of Gulf War 


P 42802154691 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 1400 GMT 28 Feb 91 


{Interview with Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez by 
Pedro Piqueras on 28 Feb in Madrid—recorded] 


[Text] [Piqueras} Good afternoon, Mr. Prime Minister. I 
suppose thai today 1s a good day to be called a day of 
peace 


{Gonzalez} It 1s an wmportant day for everybody. It is 
good to restore peace and calm following stormy months 
Undoubtedly this ts a very important day. This day is 
most important for Kuwait, which was invaded by a 
despot—a tyrant like Saddam Husayn—and which was 
destroyed and ravaged. The reaction of the international 
community has permitted Kuwait to recover its sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity. Without a doubt, this day 
is More important for Kuwait than for anybody else 


This day 1s also very important for the international 
community, which was dragged into a confrontation 
because of the expansionist whims of a dictator—I am 
not saying of a people, because that would not be 
true—like the dictator of Iraq. Once dragged into the 
confrontation, the international community has found 
itself ethically obligated into enforcing respect for inter- 
national law. It can be said today that respect for 
international law has been enforced. We had wished, of 
course, that the price for imposing such respect had not 
been as high as it has been 


[Piqueras] As for the international community, Mr 
President, there 1s the impression that U.S. predomi- 
nance over Europe and the United Nations has been 
excessive. What 1s your opinion” 


[Gonzalez] Yes. Sometimes there are such impressions 
As days go by and we are able to determine how 
damnable Saddam Husayn’s attitude was—an attitude 
that was completely repulsive—passions will calm down 
and the analyses will be more serious. We cannot go 
around thanking the United States for having used 
$00,000 men to achieve these results and at the same 
tume criticize that country for its preponderance. We 
cannot do the two things at the same time. Esther we 
celebrate the factor we fee! 1s positive for the reestablish- 
ment of international peace and order, or we caplain 
how that effort could have been replaced by other 
mechanisms. Now more than ever it 1s evident that had 
it not been for the effort, for the deployment made, 
basically. by the United States, with broad—almost 
without exception—international support, there would 
not be the results that have been achieved. I do not think 
it 16 good to blame the United States for being the 
predominant figure in this operation. It 1s true that the 
situat.on will have consequences we will have to analyze 
to establish everybody's responsibilities 
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[Piqueras] At the conclusion of this operation, are there 
absolute guarantees that Saddam Husayn will never 
again be a threat to peace im the area’ 


[Gonzalez] The world does not function on the basis of 
absolute guarantees. Only one year ago, the whole world 
thought that peace had a strong footing following the 
crumbling of the Berlin Wall and the changes in Eastern 
Europe and after having thought that, and for good 
reasons, we have seen that there 1s always the possibility 
of some crazy adventure, like that man’s adventure 


So there 1s no absolute guarantee. There has been, 
however, a step toward the establishment of security and 
peace, in a framework where the United Nations should 
play an increasingly predominant role, with the UN 
Security Council leading the process from now on, and 
with other parts of the world—be it the Arab world or the 
EC—gaining in influence to maintain stability and secu- 
rity. There will never be absolute guarantees because 
there will always be adventurers and doctators ready to 
disrupt international order and coexistence 


[Piqueras] Do you think that there could be a general 
conference to guarantee peace and security in the area” 
Do you think there could be a general conference, as it 
has been said, to resolve other problems of the region, 
such as the Palestinian matter’ 


[Gonzalez] | think it 1s essential. An open confrontation 
has ended and the phase for building peace begins now 

In the resolution to support the government's actions, an 
overwhelming majority of the Spanish parhament refers 
to the phase that begins now. That position must be 
followed up and must be followed up in a united fashion 

The region needs reconstruction, stability, and a 
resolving of historic problems, especially the problem of 
the Palestinians and their aspirations. Their legitimate 
aspirations cannot go unresolved. The peace project 
must work out between Israc! and the Arab world within 
a different framework of relations, with Israel obtaining 
security. Isracl has mghts, like any other country, to live 
in security 


[Piqueras}] Do you think that to some extent an abyss has 
been opened up between the Muslim and Western cul- 
tures in this period, and how could that affect Spain's 
foreign relations” 


[Gonzalez] | believe we should not exaggerate. There has 
been a gap from the viewpoint of mutual understanding 
among different civilizations. At times, that gap has been 
broadened stupidly. We must react to it. It 1s not true 
that in the Arab world there has been a generalized 
phenomenon of what we call integrationism or funda- 
mentalism. That is not truc. It 1s not real, therefore, we 
do not have to harp on that subject. We must respect the 
fact that there are differences in religions, but the Mus- 
lims could also think the same of the Catholics or of 
other religions, such as the Jewish religion. Thus, we 
must create a framework of greater understanding 
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As for Spanish foreign policy, | would indeed like to be 
absolutely clear and emphatic. | belreve Spain has been, 
perhaps for the first time in contemporary history. where 
it should have been and where it was duty-bound to be 
because of its aistory, culture, geography, and responsi- 
bility. It has been on the side of the European countries 
and the Western countries. Like the forcign policy we 
have been implementing in the past few years, Spain has 
sought, and will continue to seck, to deepen its relations. 
not only within the European framework in which we 
have been operating, but also with northern Africa. the 
Maghreb, and the Arab world. 


Therefore, | could answer the question about what will 
happen to Spanish foreign policy im the wake of this 
conflict and our position by saying that | do not think a 
single aspect of our foreign policy has weakened our 
position. | think our foreign relations have been strength- 
ened in all areas. We must realize that the entire inter. 
national community has been opposed to Saddam 
Husayn. There are no caceptions. Even some countries 
about which we might have had doubts, like Yemen, to 
cite one example, have been opposed to the invasion of 
Kuwait. Therefore, it 1s not a case of some governments 
in the Arab world supporting Saddam [‘usayn im his 
expansionist adventure. That 1s not truc. There 1s some 
sensitivity in some important porulation sectors, which 
will now realize that Saddam Husayn has broadcast a 
message to deceive those Arab people. He was posing as 
a leader of the Arab world, when what he actually did 
was attack a small Arab country and crush its people 
That is why I say that we will have many more occasions 
to see just how far the errors of that uncontrolicd 
dictatorship have taken it 


As for the Spanish position, | believe that domestically, 
we have defended our interests abroad, and we have 
reaffirmed our position with regard to all the countnes 
that are important to our foreign policy. | belreve that 
relations with the Maghreb will be very solid in the 
future, they will be the relations of cooperation that 
those people capect. Those people capect help from 
Spain in getting the international community to keep 
them in mind. I believe that whenever there 1s a lesson to 
be learned from a painful situation like this one, the 
result for Spain will be a strengthening of 11s position and 
of respect in the international arena. The country has 
assumed its proper responsibilities, and from that view- 
point, we should be satisfied with what we have done 
and what we will continue to do 


[Piqueras] Do you believe, Mr. Prime Minister, that 
Spanish public opinion has understood and shared 
[changes thought] or to what extent has the Spanish 
public understood and shared the role assumed by your 
government” 


[Gonzalez] A large part of the Spanish public has under. 
stood it, and now they will understand i even morc. Its 
true that some complictcly misicading and confusing 
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messages have been broadcast. Even now, we would have 
to ask for explanations from some peopic who have had 
dreadful things to say about the mission of the Spanish 
ships, creating anaicty within families ond within 
society. We could ask some questions mm that regard of 
those who have sought to alarm the public. There have 
been attempts to cause confusion. But I beleve that most 
citizens have had a very clear understanding of the 
situation and will have an cven greater understanding 
now, when they have a truc idea of the depths of the 
maticr and of the real horror of Saddam Husayn's 
arrogant cxpansiorism. | think it will be even more 
clearly understood by the Spanish public 


[Prqueras] By the way. Mr Prime Minister, when will the 
Spanish ships rcturn from the Gulf” 


lCronzalez] Well, the resolutions of the UN Security 
Counc! led us to decide to participate. The neat UN 
Security Council resolutions will outhne all that the 
international community must do om the arca. | hope 
they will return very soon, bul we wall do that im hone with 
the UN Securtty Counc! resolutvons and m accord with 
our European partners, just as we did im sending the 
ships. | hope ut wall be very soon because i seems to me 
thal we are entering a completely different phase, a ocw 


phase 


[Prqueras} Thank you, Mr. Prime Monester, and a very 
good afternoon to you 


[Gonzalez] Thank you 


Assistance Planned for Countries Hit by Gulf War 
PM 2802150691 Madrid YA in Spanish 
22 keh Gi pia 


[Magis Igiesias report “Government Is Preparing Aid 
For Countries Affected by Conflict™] 


{Excerpt} Madrnd—Luins Yanez, secretary of state for 
international cooperation, announced in the Senaic yes- 
ierday that the government is preparing a cooperation 
plan to assist the countries affected by the war when it 1s 
over. The plan envisages bilateral cooperation and coop- 
eration though the EC with five or six countries in the 
conflict area. Yanez confirmed the increased coopera- 
tion with the Maghreb envisaged for 1991 and asserted 
that the five North Afncan countries will also be taken 
into accownt mn the posicrisis plan 


“A survey of the political circumstances im the arca 1s 
being conducted in order to assist the peoples of the 
countnes affected by the war.” Yanez told the Senate 
Foreign Affairs Commutice during his appearance to 
report on mternational cooperation policy 


The purpe « of the survey, which 1s being prepared by 
the Office of the Secretary of State for International 
Cooperatron, 1s to draw up a specific plan of cooperation 
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with the countries of the Persian Gulf arca regarding 
refugees, food and me‘ical ard, and so forth. Although i 
is impossible at present to quantify the scale of the aid, 
Yanez remarked that it will total several million pesetas. 


Agreements 


In an initial stage, Spain will conclude bilateral agree- 
ments with five or six countnes deemed to be affected by 
the war. In the second stage, the cooperation will be 
effected through the EC and other international bodies. 


The secretary of state explained that a bill granting a 
special credit will have to be submitted to the Cortes in 
order to undertake the plan, because the 1991 budgets do 
not envisage such an expenditure. Hitherto Spain has 
never maintained a policy of cooperation with Irag, the 
secretary of state asserted. 


The Maghreb countnes will also be included in the plan 
for cooperation with the countries affected by the war, as 
they are deemed to have been indirectly harmed by the 
conflict. Yanez announced an increase in Spanish aid for 
the five North African countries, which has been 
reflected in considerable increases in financial assistance 
and bilateral agreements following the recent visit by 
Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez to the 
area. 


“The strategy of cooperation with the Maghreb is an 
absolute priority for Spain,” he asserted. He explained 
that the purpose of the aid is to avert situations of 
conflict with the North African countries. “It is a means 
to create a sound buffer of relations to withstand the 
vicissitudes of the moment.” 


He asserted that the desire for agreements 1s mutual on 
the part of both Spain and the Maghreb countries in 
order not just to maintain but to increase current aid. 


Out of the 55 billion pesetas Spain plans to spend on 
bilateral cooperation during 1991, 27 billhon will be 
earmarked for project programs, split into $6 percent for 
Latin American countries, 32 percent for su>-Saharan 
Africa, and 12 percent for the Arab countries. Virtually 
all the percentage carmarked for the Arab countries goes 
to the Maghreb, and the rest to the Palestinians’ occu- 


pied territones and to Egypt. [passage omitted] 


Politicians Comment on Persian Gulf Cease-Fire 


PA2802163291 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 1427 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Passages within quotation marks are recorded] 


[Text] Following is a report on the Spanish political 
parties’ reaction to the announcement that the war has 
euded. 


The Popular Party [PP] believes that Kuwait has been 
able to recover its sovereignty thanks to the international 


Once the cease-fire was announced this morning, the PP 
issued a Communique in which « supports the role 
played by the international coalition forces which, 
according to the leading opposition party, have strictly 

by the UN mandate, and they have wisely and 


note adds that the coalition forces’ actions abided by the 
humanitanan war norms 


PP President Jose Maria Aznar today welcomed the 
cease-fire and said that the important thing is to find 
solutions to attain a durable and stable peace in the 


region. 


[Aznar] “I believe that today is a day of happiness and 
satisfaction because peace has been achieved. It 1s now 
necessary to build a strong, durable, and stable peace 
that will help overcome the suffering withstood in recent 
months and that will give the Middle East the necessary 
mechanisms for security, stability, and cooperation 
Today is a great day for all those who love peace.” 


Jose Maria Aznar was noified by Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez about the latest developments in the conflict. 
He said that Europe failed to respond to the crisis, except 
for a few countries. That will negatively influence the 
European integration process because it will cause grave 
political and economic problems, he said. Aznar has 
accused the Spanish Government of failing to maintain 
the necessary cohesion. 


[Aznar] “When a national cohesion policy 1s mandatory 
for the sake of Spain's general interests, | certainly 
cooperate to achieve that. | exercise the national respon- 
sibility that 1s my duty—and | beleve | have exercised it. 
I do not think that those who are in the government nght 
now did as the circumstances demanded. ~ 


Other political parties have also stated their satisfaction 
with the end of the armed conflict. The various parties 
are now looking toward the future. They believe that 
Europe must play a prominent role in the post-war 
period and that one of the solutions should be a call for 
an international peace conference in the Middle East 


[Inaki Anasagasti, Basque Nationalist Party] “We must 
say that Saddam Husayn has been the ultimate loser, but 
we would not like anyone to feel that there have beer 
winners and losers, because peace must be based on 
justice and an international peace conference that takes 
t= consideration all the problems in that region.” 


[Jose Ramon Casco, Democratic and Socialist Center] 
“We beleve that an international peace conference to 
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guarantee stable borders for all the countrics in the 
region, including Israci, and to solve the Palestinian 
people's right to seif-determination is essential for the 
region's stability. | have defended that position at the 
National Congress and the National Congress approved 
it on its 18 September resolution.” 


[Julio Anguita, United Left) “Everyone realizes that the 
winds of war have swept away the [words indistinct}. It 1s 
useless. Another type of organization 1s needed. There- 
fore, we may start talking about the culture of peace, but 
we will soon have another armed conflict if Israci wants 
to maintain its hegemony and its role as ultimate power 
im the zone and if all those prolems are not solved.” 


SPAIN - 


[Miquel Roca, Convergence and Union] “Spain and the 
European Community have an important role to play in 
this phase Spain will demand greats effort and solidarity 
from its own people. It is appropriate to state that this 
new scenano will demand great cfforts and sacrifices 
from all of us.” 


[Eduardo Martin Torval, Spanish Socialist Workers’ 
Party] The future will not be casy. A peace process will 
be necessary to consolidate peace and it is important to 
consolidate permanent peace in the Middle East. In our 
opimon, the role that the UN will play there is also very 
important. The role thai Europe will play, within the UN 
framework, is also very important.” 
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Countries View End of Gulf War With ‘Relief 


LD2802141791 Stockholm International Service 
in English 1230 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] In the Nordic area, leading pouticians have all 
expressed their relicf that the fighting in the Gulf has 
stopped. Tim Mansell reports: 


[Mansell] In Sweden, the Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson said he was pleased the ground war had lasted 
for such a short time, even though a lot of human lives 
had been lost. He added the United Nations now had an 
important role to play in bringing peace to the region. 


The Danish Foreign Minister Uffe Ellemann-Jensen 
welcomed the cease-fire but he said the Danish warship. 
which had been sent to the Gulf, would stay there for the 
time being. Ellemann-Jensen said it was not enough for 
Iraq to say it accepted all the UN Security Council's 
resolutions. It was up to the Security Council itself to 
decide whether Iraq had complied with them. He added 
that he hoped it had been made clear to the Iraqi people 
that the war had been lost, so that no myths about Iraq's 
involvement were created. 


In Finland, the Foreign Minister Pertt: Paasio said he 
was relieved the United States had brought the fighting 
to an end. He emphasized the United Nations now had 
an important role to play to find a solution in the Gulf 
and he reconfirmed that Finland was ready to send 
military observers to the Gulf within 48 hours. He added 
that Finland was also prepared to send peacekeeping 
forces if the United Nations asked for them. Finland has 
1,500 troops on standby if they are needed. 


Norway's Ambassdor to Kuwait Hans Wilgelm Longva 
said he was very glad the war now seemed to be over and 
he was ready to return to Kuwait as soon as it was 
practically possible. [passage omitted] 


Nordic Council To Consider Baltic Membership 


LD2702230791 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1700 GMT 27 Feb 91 


[Text] The Soviet Foreign Ministry has sent a letter to 
the foreign ministries of all the Nordic countries except 
Finland asking why Russian Federation or Soviet Kare- 
lian parhamentarians were not invited to the Nordic 
Council session in Copenhagen. The letter, conveyed by 
the Soviet embassies, ts indirectly addressed to the 
parliaments of the Nordic countries. The Soviet Foreign 
Ministry reminds in the letter that President Mikhail 
Gorbachev also meant other areas than the Baltic coun- 
tries, bordering on the Nordic countries, when he pre- 
sented his cooperation initiative to the Nordic Council! 
during his visit to Helsinki. Despite this, only represen- 
tatives of the Batic states have been invited to Copen- 
hagen. 


There will be a vote on the attitude toward the Baltic 
States at the Nordic Council session in Copenhagen on 
Friday. The Nordic Council Legal Committee decided 
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today by a small margin to take up membership appli- 
cations of the Baltic states for speedy handling in the 
Council, although their handling was due, according to 
previous plans, to take place in the normal order and 
decisions were not to be made until the Nordic Council 
session in a year’s time. 


Denmark 


Leaders Give ‘Sharp’ Rebuff to Soviet Complaint 


PM2802164191 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 26 Feb 91 p 4 


[Jorn Muixkelsen report: “Sharp Danish Reaction to 
Soviet Warning to the Nordic Area™] 


[Text] In remarkably sharp terms Prime Minister Poul 
Schluter (Conservative) yesterday dismissed a warning 
from the Soviet leadership in Moscow that the Nordic 
Council through its support for the Baltic republics is 
interfering in internal Soviet affairs and that this could 
harm relations between the Nordic area and the Soviet 
Union. 


“This 1s a completely unacceptable argument. | must 
rebuff it in the strongest terms. An argument in which a 
threat of that type is used is almost always an expression 
of the fact that the argument is weak,” Poul Schluter said 
at a press conference after a meeting with his fellow 
Nordic prime ministers. 


Foreign Minister Uffe Eliemann-Jensen (Liberal) said 
yesterday evening that he 1s worried by the Soviet 
statement. 


“There are strong forces in Moscow that simply have not 
understood what is actually happening,” Ellemann- 
Jensen said. adding: 


“We must not allow ourselves to be frightened into 
pretending that we do not take an interest in the Baltic 
countries. That would be the same as undermining the 
reformist forces in other parts of what is called the Soviet 
Union, which to us illegally contains the three Baltic 
countries.” 


The warning from the Soviet leadership was in a state- 
ment published yesterday by the Soviet Foreign Min- 
istry. It appears that the statement was drafted by Yuriy 
Gremitskikh, who is one of Foreign Minister Aleksandr 
Bessmertnykh’s two spokesmen. 


The statement said: “Certain politicians are trying to 
push the Nordic Council into a position that would 
amount to interference in the Soviet Union's internal 
affairs.” 


The statement said that relations between the Nordic 
countries and the Soviet Union risk being damaged. 


The statement was also critical of the fact that represen- 
tatives of the Baltic countries were invited to the Nordic 
Council session as guests. 
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Conservative Folketing Group Chairman Lars P. Gam- 
melgaard, who is deputy chairman of the Danish delega- 
tion to the Nordic Council, was extremely sharp in his 
reaction. 


“It is totally monstrous that the Joviet Union should 
interfere in the work of the Nordic Council and it is 
grotesque that the Soviet Union should issue threats. We 
thought that such things belonged to the past, but we 
must not allow our work to be affected by threats from 
generals in Moscow. We do not wish to be lectured by an 
occupying power,” Lars P. Gammelgaard said. 


At a joint press conference, Prime Minister Poul 
Schluter showed himself to be the toughest compared 
with his Nordic counterparts in wis criticism of the 
Soviet statement. 


“There must be a misunderstanding. This is due to the fact 
that with the Paris CSCE agreement we accepted the idea 
that all nations party to the arrangement have the right to 
point out to other parties when there seems to be problems 
relating to the self-determination of peoples, for example. 
It is completely unreasonable to use language that implies 
that we are interfering,” Poul Schluter said, referring to 
last November's CSCE agreement. 


Finland 


Country Willing To Join Gulf Peacekeeping Force 


LD2802182991 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1630 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] The Finnish Government states that it is prepared 
to participate in many ways in repairing the destruction 
caused by the Persian Gulf War. If requested, Finland is 
ready «0 send peacekeeping troops and observers for UN 
duties and to send aid through international organiza- 
tions. The Finnish Government is satisfied with the 
ending of the hostilities. The government statement says 
that, after the liberation of Kuwait, the building of 
lasting peace in the region can now begin. 


Prime Minist.¢ Harri Holkeri defined the situation and 
the most important tasks as follows: 


[Begin Holkeri recording] From our point of view, of 
course, the creation of regional stability on the whole is 
a matter of vital importance, and the most important 
thing ts, of course, that military actions were stopped this 
morning. The alleviation of the destruction and suffering 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 25 


caused by this war and the reconstruction will take a long 
time, merely when looked at from the humanitarian 
point of view. The questions concerning the region's 
economy and infrastructure are naturally questions of 
interest to al! the countries of the world community, and 
as such, the war inevitably also requires some kind of 
military examination. The United Nations will have 
much to do in the peacekeeping and military observation 
tasks in the immediate future, too. One of the most 
immediate tasks for the United Nations will be starting 
the military observation activity. [end recording] 


The central position of the United Nations and its 
Security Council was stressed by Prime Minister Harri 
Hoilkeri and Foreign Minister Pertti Paasio, who 
described the Finnish Government's views now that the 
war has ended. Finland has so far been asked about its 
read ness to participate in peacekeeping operations, but, 
according to Paasio, Finland will take part if the Security 
Council asks for peacekeeping troops or military 
observers. 


According to Holkeri, the military operations of the 
allies led by the United States, operations extended to 
the territory of Iraq, did not exceed the limits of the UN 
Security Council authorization. Holkeri said that mili- 
tary operations were ended immediately after Iraq had 
announced its withdrawal from Kuwait and its accep- 
tance of all 12 Security Council resolutions 


Foreign Minister Paasio rejected the idea that all the 
Middle East problems, including the question of rela- 
trons between Israc! and the Palestinians, could be 
solved immediately after the war. Now it is necessary to 
settle the Kuwait crisis as well as possibic, Paasio 
stressed. 


[Begin Paasio recording] In my view, there are no 
prerequisites for solving it here at the same time. It is a 
question, in our view, of having to settle the Palestinian 
question in a way satisfactory to all sides before we can 
hope to have lasting peace in the Middle East. In my 
view, there is no reason to try to solve it in this 
connection. It is politically a difficult enough question to 
solve by itself, but I think that we should not emphasize 
any particular timetable at this stage. This crisis must 
first be settled. [end recording] 


Both Holkeri and Paasio hold the view that the relations 
between the United States and the Soviet Union have 
not worsened during the Persian Gulf war. 
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Vasiliou Receives Visiting Soviet Official 


NC 2802131191 Nicosia AHARAW YI in Greek 
D8 keh 9] i / 


[Text] President Yeoryios Vasilou received Lev Voro- 
nin, first deputy chairman USSR Council of Ministers, 
who 1s visiting Cyprus. 


During the mecting, practical ways to further promote 
trade and cconomic relations between Cyprus and USSR 
were discussed. Within this framework, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Takis Nemutsas, will lead a trade 
delegation to the USSR in the future to promote coop- 
cration in various sectors between the two countries and 
the establishment of consortiums 


USSR Ambassador Bors Zenkov and Embassy Trade 
Representative Viadimir Ilin accompanied Voronin 


Denktas Welcomes Liberation of Kuwait 


TA010302 3591 (Clandestine) Bayvrak Radio in lurkish 
to Cyprus 1630 GMT 28 Feb 9 


[Excerpts] President Rauf Denktas has said that the 
liberation of Kuwait from Iraqi occupation has been 
received with joy by the entire world. He added that the 
decision of the United States and the allied forces to halt 
the war after the liberation of Kuwait 1s pranseworthy 
Pointing out that the Turkish Cypriots can well under- 
stand the sentiments of the Kuwait: people on the day of 
liberation, Denktas sand that what the Kuwait: people 
have suffered during the 7-month Iraqi occupation has 
been endured by the Turkish Cypriots for 11 years under 
the boots of Makarnos, who established a Greck Cypnot 
government on the island and armed his people to annex 
(Cyprus to Greece, and the Gireck troops who came to 
help the Greek Cypriots 


Noting that the Kuwait: people joyously thanked U.S 
President George Bush, Denktas sand: We felt the same 
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fecling of grai ‘ude toward our brethren and motherland, 
the Turkish nation, on 20 July 1974, who safeguarded 
our severcignty, independence and our might to a 
humane existence and saved us from the armed occupa- 
ton of the Greeks and the Greek Cypriots 


Speaking at a news conference today on the latest devel- 
opments regarding the Gulf war, Denktas said that the 
Iraqi people, for the second time, have become the 
victims of their leaders who chose to solve their disputes 
with neighboring countnes through the force of arms. He 
added that thousands of people needlessly lost their lives 
and that the cities were left on ruins. Recalling that from 
the very beginning every country that considered itself a 
friend of the Iraqi people advised the Iraqi leadership to 
unconditionally withdraw from Kuwait, Denktas said 
that Saddam Husayn did not pay attention to these 
proposals and that after 43 days he was forced to do what 
he should have done long ago. Denktas added that the 
allied forces are cxpected to act m unity and with 
compassion and affection during this period when the 
wounds of the tormented have to be dressed 


Ponting out that Bush stressed the importance of a new 
world order based on the supremacy of law, Denktas san’ 
that those who have lived through World War Il, which 
was considered to be the war to end all wars, have since 
seen a lot of dictators, who have usurped the nghts of 
their people and who have massacred them despite the 
order of law that emerged after the establishment of the 
United Nations and its charter, and many unjust and 
unnecessary wars. [passage omitted] 


Denktas said that just as Saddam Husayn has no night to 
usurp the nights of the sovereign Kuwaiti people nor does 
the Greek Cypriot administration have the nght to usurp 
the title of the Grovernment of Cyprus and reduce the 
Turkish Cypriot community to the level of a minority 
under the administration of an illegal government com 
posed of only Greek Cypriots. [passage omiticd] 
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Mitsotakis Offers Troops for UN Gulf Force 


NC2802133491 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1230 GMT 28 Feb 91 


{Text} U.S. Ambassador in Athens Michael Sotirhos 
called on Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis this 
morning. The ambassador delivered President George 
Bush's statement and briefed Mitsotakis on the latest 
developments in the Persian Gulf. After the ambassa- 
dor’s visit. Prime Minister Mitsotakis made the fol- 
lowing Statement: 


Greece expresses deepest satisfaction over the suspen- 
sion of hostilities in the Gulf announced by President 
Bush this morning. This development creates the prereq- 
uisites for the region to be led toward a long period of 
firm and undisturbed peace. 


The prime minister went on: The UN's efforts to impose 
international legality—in which the United States with 
the other countries of the multinational force played a 
pioneering role and in which President Bush was a 
protagonist with his demonstration of firmness, wisdom, 
and a deep sense of responsibility—have already been 
crowned by absolute success 


Mitsotakis stressed: Greece, which from the first 
moment followed a firm policy of adherence to interna- 
tional legality and the implementation of the UN reso- 
lutions, has every reason to be absolutely satisfied with 
these developments 


Mitsotakis added: However, we feel at the same time the 
need to express our deep sorrow over the human lives 
lost on both sides and our sympathy for the families of 
victims. These sacrifices become even more tragic if we 
think that they could have been averted had the Iraq: 
leadership respected international legality and the ru'es 
of international law. The prime minister stressed: It 1s 
certain that there can be no lasting peace unless the 
sources of violation of mternational legality are elimi- 
nated in the region. This ts a suitable time, Mitsotakis 
pointed out, to solve the big problems of the area such as 
the Palestinian and Cyprus issues. Greece 1s willing to 
contribute im this direction with all its strength within 
the framework of Europe and the United Nations. Our 
country was the first to declare that it is imperative to 
safeguard the territorial integrity of Iraq and that this 
important country remain independent so that its people 
may play the role they deserve 


Mitsotakis went on: Greece traditionally maintains very 
friendly relations with the Arab world. The Greek Gov- 
ernment believes that it can contribute to the solution of 
problems in the interest of all states in the region and 
intends to do so in the most positive way. Prime Min- 
ister Mitsotakis concluded: In this spirit, the Greek 
Government 1s willing to participate in the peace force 
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that the United Nations would decide to form for the 
purpose of restoring peace in the area in accordance with 
UN aims. 


Olympic Airways To Resume Middle East Flights 


NC0103012091 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
2200 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Olympic Airways 1s studying the resumption of 
flights to Tel Aviv and Dubbai next week. The exact date 
when these flights will begin as well as their frequency 
will be decided during the next few days. 


Belgian Prime Minister Begins 2-Day Visit 
NC280217069/ Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1230 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens began a 
two-day official visit in Athens this morning. At 1730 
today Martens will hold talks with Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Mitsotakis. and tomorrow he will be received 
by President Konstandinos Karamanlis. During these 
mectings, it 1s expected that they will discuss Persian 
Gulf developments, the EEC’s imitative on the Cyprus 
issuc, and bilateral questions 


Holds Talks With Mitsotakis 


NC010301/491 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
2200 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis met 
with his Belgian counterpart Wilfmed Martens, who 
began a two-day visit today. They discussed develop- 
ments in the Persian Gulf after the cease-fire, the solu- 
tion to the problems in the area including the Cyprus 
problem, the Economic Community, and bilateral 
issues. After the mecting the two prime ministers went to 
the Foreign Minisiry to continue the talks at the level of 
the two countries’ delegations 


AT 2030 Prime Minisier Konstandinos Mitsotakis gave 
an official dinner in honor of the Belgian Prime Min- 
ister. President Karamanlis will receive the Bclgian 
prime minister tomorrow at | 300, followed by an official 
luncheon the president will give in his honor. Earlier 
Martens will have meetings with Foreign Minister 
Andomos Samaras and Evthimios Khristodhoulou, 
alternate national economy minister. At 1600 Mitsotakis 
and Martens will give a joint news conference at Zappion 
building 


Freighter Said To Unload Radar for Turkey 


NC 2802213891 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1930 GMT 28 Feb 9] 


[Text] At Igoumenitsa port a Danish freighter unloaded 
containers with radar destined for Turkey. After locating 
the containers’ [preceding word in English] contents, the 
responsible military authorities in Ipiros were contacted 
and the National Defense Ministry notified. Absolute 
secrecy 18 being maintained on the entire subject while 
the customs area where the containers are has been cut 
off 
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President Ozal Comments on End of Gulf War 


7A2802151491 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1300 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal has expressed satisfaction 
over the fact that the Gulf war has ended with the 
liberation of Kuwait and with the success of the allied 
forces without many casuaiities. In a written statement 
on the issue Ozal said the following: 


It is satisfactory that the clashes ended at 0700 Turkish 
time this morning, after such a short time since the 
transformation of the Gulf crisis, which has been con- 
tinuing in our region for the last seven months, into a 
war. This end was in line with our repeated assessments 
and came with the liberation of Kuwait and the success 
of the allied forces without many casualties. We hope 
that the final cease-fire will be implemented as soon as 
possible, fully, indefinitely, and officially by the author- 
ities of both sides. In that way, a significant step will be 
taken toward lasting peace in the region. The war is being 
left behind, and an opportunity for a historic peace has 
come to the region. The regional countries should try to 
make the most of this opportunity and should take every 
possible measure to prevent the repetition of situations 
similar to the Gulf crisis. 


We extend our congratulations on the success of the 
allied forces and the liberation of Kuwait, and we hope 
that peace will never again be disrupted in the region 


Turkey, from the onset of the crisis, has safeguarded its 
national interests and has pursued an active and effec- 
tive policy in line with the principles of justice. It has 
contributed greatly in line with the UN Security Council 
resolutions. As I have stated time and again from the 
very first day, Turkey has not participated in the war. It 
has, however, extended the support necessary to end the 
war as quickly as possible, and it has fulfilled its duties as 
befits a stable and strong country in the region. Further- 
more, our country has come out of this crisis and war 
without any damage, except for a short-term economic 
crisis. Naturally, with the end of the war the situation 
prior to 2 August will speedily be restored. | would like to 
stress that the great development process in our economy 
will be resumed in a manner livelier than before 2 
August. | am confident that a much brighter future 
awaits us and country after peace is secured 


Ozal stated that Turkey 1s ready to extend aid in food 
and other materiel in order to heal the wounds of 
Kuwait. He stressed that Turkey is ready to extend every 
possible aid to Kuwait to restore the country to its 
previous condition. Ozal continued: 


Our ambassador to Kuwait has been instructed to go to 
the region immediately and hold the necessary mectings 
to inform the Amir of Kuwait and the other officials of 
our intentions. Turkey 1s also ready to extend aid to the 
fraternal Iraqi people, who have been damaged by this 
war, and it has initiated the necessary actions to that end 
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A long and arduous path is awaiting us if we are to secure 
stability and a lasting peace in our region following the 
current situation, which resulted from the Iraqi occupa- 
tion and annexation of Kuwait and its subsequent 
intransigent attitude despite all efforts. Turkey is ready 
and sufficiently strong to make every possible contribu- 
tion to peace and effective cooperation, as has been the 
case during the crisis and the war. It is my most sincere 
wish that the wounds of this war be healed as soun as 
possible, that such inclinations for adventure in our 
region be abolished forever, and that a lasting peace and 
stability be secured as soon as possible. The development 
of events and the current situation has clearly shown to 
both friend and foe how farsighted, realistic, and just 
Turkey has been in the policies it has pursued. 


Spokesman Hopes for Permanent Cease-Fire in Gulf 


TA2802163191 Ankare ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1445 GMT 28 Feb 9! 


| Text} Ankara (ANATOLIA)— Foreign Ministry Deputy 
Spokesman Ferhat Ataman has said: The results [of the 
Gulf war] are the victory of determination and the belief 
in equity and justice 


In a statement today, Ataman said that the result has 
shown that the sound policy pursued by Turkey from the 
onset of the crisis has enabled Turkey to attain its goal. 


Ataman’s statement follows: 


We are very happy that the seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait has come to an end; that its independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity have been restored; 
that the conditions have been created for the return of 
the legitimate Government of Kuwait to the country; 
and that the Kuwaiti people can resume their normal 
lives 


We hope that the temporary cease-fire that has been 
secured as a result of the Iraqi leadership's acceptance of 
the 12 UN Security Council resolutions will be the 
beginning of a continued cease-fire and a lasting peace. 


The current results are, above all, the victory of deter- 
mination and the belief in equity and justice. We believe 
that the most significant result is the fulfillment of the 
requisites of international justice and the confirmation 
that legitimacy is the foundation of international rela- 
tions. That result has also clearly shown that the clear 
and sound policy pursued by Turkey from the onset of 
the crisis—a policy based on equity, justice, and princi- 
ples—has enabled Turkey to attain its goal. 


Turkey shares the justified happiness of the friendly and 
brotherly Kuwaiti people and its government. It is our 
most sincere wish that Kuwait's wounds from this catas- 
trophe be healed as soon as possible. Turkey is ready to 
extend the necessary attention and help on the issue. Our 
pertinent authorities are taking the necessary measures 
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to help meet the immediate demands of the Kuwait: 
people for food, and health services and materiel. 


We take this opportunity to express the wish that the 
innocent Iraqi people, towards whom we have warm 
sentiments, will not again be dragged into similar irre- 
sponsible adventures and that they will not face the 
suffering they did not deserve. We are happy that the 
pain of the Iraqi people will at last come to an end. 


It is of primary importance that efforts be stepped up to 
create the conditions necessary to ensure that peace and 
Stability in the region not again be disrupted in the 
future. Great responsibilities befall the inicrnational 
community, and primarily the countries in the region, to 
achieve that end. As has been the case in the past, Turkey 
1s willing and determined to continue its efforts and 
contributions to that end 


Envoy To Relay Ozal Message to Kuwaiti Amir 


TA2802214891 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1515 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (AA)—It has been announced that 
Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Guner O7tek will leave 
for Saudi Arabia tomorrow to relay a message from 
President Turgut Ozal to Kuwaiti: Amir Jabir al-Ahmad 
al-Jabir al-Sabah. 


A Foreign Ministry statement on the subject said: 


“Ambassador Ozick will conduct talks with Kuwaiti 
officials in order to determine the contribution Turkey 
can make to meet the urgent needs of the fnendly and 
brotherly Kuwaiti people and to heal their wounds as 
soon as possible.” 


The statement noted that efforts are under way to gather 
information about the state of the Turkish Embassy in 
Kuwait, and as soon as conditiors allow, the embassy 
will resume its activities, which it suspended on 26 
August. 


Akbulut Proposes Middle East Economic Region 


TA2802153691 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1420 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut 
has declared that if politica! stability in the Middle East 
is to be based on solid foundations, an economic coop- 
eration organization comprising all regional countries 
must be established. He said: “We are proposing the 
establishment of a Middle East economic region.” 


In a speech during the “For Your Interest and Informa- 
tion From the Prime Minister's Office” program aired 
on television tonight, Akbulut said that Turkey stayed 
away from the clashes, although from the very first day it 
“felt the war at the nape of its neck.” 


The prime minister explained that throughout the Gulf 
war, the citizens went about their normal lives “as 
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though nothing happened,” and there were no scarcities 
or foreign currency shortages in the banks. 


Akbulut continued: “Our cconomy proceeded on the 
right course without the need for any restrictive mea- 
sures. This 1s war. Naturaily, 11 would have adverse 
effects on our economy. We exerted every possible effort 
not to feel those cffects. It is not casy to prevent 
shortages of goods in the market or moncy in the bank 
without restricting the economic and social life in any 
way. We achieved that.” 


Stressing that people should resolve their probiems 
peacefully, Akbulut said: “The Republic of Turkey 1s a 
peaceful country, which aims solely at enhancing the 
prosperity of its people within its existing borders.” 


The prime minister remarked that Turkey docs not have 
any territorial claims against any of its nesghbors and 
believes in the peaceful solution of problems. 


He added: “As a result of that policy, Turkey has not 
experienced any wars in its territory during the approx- 
imately 70 years since the establishment of the republic 


“It 1s useful to emphasize, however, that we do not 
interpret a peaceful foreign policy as an acceptance of 
developments that may be contrary to the interests of the 
country. That 1s how our citizens assess our stand with 
regard to the Gulf crisis.” 


Akbulut declared that tranquility and lasting peace in the 
region cannot be established through security measures 
alone. Such arrangements must be supported by compre- 
hensive and practical economic cooperation, the prime 
minister stressed, adding: 


“If political stability in the Middle East 1s to be based on 
solid foundations, an economic cooperation organiza- 
tion comprising all the countrnes in the region must be 
introduced, and we therefore propose the establishment 
of a Middle East economic region. The water for peace 
project, which we raised some time ago, 1s a concrete step 
that could be taken in that direction 


“As you can sec, Turkey is willing and prepared to play 
an active role within this framework. “We can foresee a 
greater and more powerful Turkey in the future, as long 
as we can preserve our unity and solidarity.” 


Akbulut on Ties of Friendship With Afghanistan 


7TA0103123991 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 1 Mar 9! 


[Text] In a statement marking the 70th anniversary of 
Turkish-Afghan relations, Prime Minister Yildirim 
Akbulut recalled that the Turkish-Afghan treaty of alli- 
ance strengthened the ties of frendship and brotherhood 
between the two countries. Noting that with this treaty, 
Turkey began to extend to Afghanistan aid in the educa- 
tional field and to send teachers and officers to that 
country, Akbulut said that Turkey contributed to the 
education of many Afghan youths 
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Pointing out that Turkey 1s observing with sorrow the 
recent problems facing Afghanistan, Akbulut said: On 
the occasion of this historic anniversary, we hope that a 
broad-based government with the participation of all the 
Afghan peoples will be elected through free and just 
elections and through a democratic process acceptable to 
the Afghan peoples. We believe that only in this way can 
the Afghan problem be solved. It is Turkey's sincere wish 
that the friendly Afghan people, who have been living 
under difficult conditions for a long time, will leave this 
bitter period behind. Akbulut concluded by saying that 
Turkey 1s ready to make every possible contribution to 
the solution of the Afghan problem 


Demirel on End of War; Opposes Sharing Water 


140103023791 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Feb 9] 


[Text] True Path Party leader Suleyman Demirel has 
welcomed the fact that the Gulf war ended im a short 
teme. He said that this shows that Iraq's military power 
was cxagecrated before the war 


In a news conference in Ankara today, Demirel noted 
that the loss of life and damage caused by the war have 
not been assessed yet, but it is important from the 
viewpoint of the allies, Iraq, the Arab and Islamic world, 
as well as the entire world that chemical, nuclear, or 
biological warfare were not used. Demirel remarked that 
it 18 also important that the ground war did not spread 
extensively ito Iraqi territory. The goal of the United 
Nations was therefore not exceeded and the onset of a 
new cold war was also prevented, Demirel added 


Further welcoming the fact that Turkey did not enter the 
war, Demirel claimed, however, that this is because of 
Iraqi powerlessness rather than Turkey's stand. Pointing 
out that those who armed Iraq were forced to pay dearly 
for their action and they also made Iraq pay a high price 
for ut, Demirel continued 


[Begin Demirel recording] From now on, there must be 
an cnd to selling chemical weapons, rockets, missiles, or 
heavy armament, which destroy people's lives, for a few 
cents. An end must also be put to instigating certain 
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people by using oil money and then wondering how they 
will be overcome. [end recording] 


Demirel said that Turkey does not owe water to anyone 
and there is no point im trying to share these water 
resources. He declared: No one can claim a share in 
Turkey's water resources, in the same way as Turkey 
does not claim a share in other countries’ oi! resources. 


U.S. Officer Shot in Head in Izmir Attack 


7A2802213191 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 28 Feb 91 


[Text] A U.S. officer was attacked by two gunmen in 
Izmir this evening. Three shots were fired at U.S. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel (Elvin McKenicy), who is serving im 
NATO, while he was entering his house. The situation of 
the U.S. officer, who was wounded in the head, 1s 
reported to be improving. An illegal leftist organization 
claimed responsibility for the attack 


Health Minister Returns From USSR 28 Feb 


TA0103090891 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 2100 GMT 28 Feb 9] 


[Text] Health Minister Halil Sivgin returned home today 
after concluding an official visit to the Soviet Union. In 
a statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, Sivgin said 
that a protocol was signed with the USSR on cooperation 
on health issues and that an agreement was reached on 
Turkey's constructing 15 depots for medicines and med- 
ical equipment at a cost of $250 million by the year 
2000 


He explained that the protocol also includes the joint 
establishment of a chain of pharmacies in the Soviet 
Union, adding that 1 was also decided that the health 
ministers of the Black Sea countries will convene in 
Turkey on July 


Sivgin said that he also held contacts in Azerbayan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan, noting that 
an agreement was reached with these republics on the 
exchange of doctors and medical students 
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